14 JUL 2003
Huht al a- Mal aysi a
PONER TRANSI TION IN M SI A NOT' A GREAT CONCERN TO US - HUHTALA

KUALA LUMPUR, July 14 (Bernamm) -- The transition of power from Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad to his deputy Datuk Seri Abdul | ah
Ahmad Badawi in Cctober does not pose a great concern to the United States’
Government as it believes the change of guard will not create any
difficulty.

The US Anbassador to Malaysia, Marie T. Huhtala, said the change of
prem ership was not sonething of an odd situation as it was al so bei ng
practised in many places, including in the US

"The good rel ati ons between the US and Malaysia will be essentially
unchanged (after the transition),"” she said when delivering a talk on the
US Policy in the Post-lraq Era organised by the Commonweal th Study
Conf erence Associ ation of Ml aysia here today.

Huht al a was responding to a question fromthe floor on US views on the
"regi me change" during a question-and-answer session

She said the US Governnent would nonitor the transition process wth
great interest and was confident that it would proceed snoothly.

Earlier, in her speech, Huhtala said although there were sone areas
where the US and the Mal aysi an Governnent do not share the same views, the
two governnents continued to enjoy healthy ties in the economc, security
and cultural fields.

She said the US Governnent | auded the Ml aysi an Governnent's nove to
set up the Sout heast Asian Regional Centre for Counter-Terrorismin Kual a
Lunpur on July 1.

"We believe this centre will play an inportant role in strengthening
the ability of Asean menber nations to fight terrorism and we | ook forward
to share the experience and expertise we have developed in this critica
field," she said.

Huht al a sai d Mal aysi a was one of the US best partners in addressing
the terrorismproblemin the Southeast Asian region

"It has done a great job in investigating and arresting nenbers of the
Jemaah | sl am yah terror network and other groups that threaten the viol ent
overthrow of |ocal governnents,"” she said.

Responding to a question on the m sleading information about deposed
Iragi president Saddam Hussein's attenpt to purchase uranium from Ni ger
Huhtala said it would not be fair to exaggerate on the matter as it had
been played up by sone political parties in the US

She said US President George W Bush had tried his best to performhis
duty.

She said the world now faced great challenges in conbating terrorism as
terrorists in all over the world could create strong networki ng anong them
via new technol ogi es such as the internet.

"We cannot return to a sinpler tinme, nor would we want to give up the
advant ages of nodern nedici ne, the conveni ences of nodern banking of the
efficiencies of nodern communi cati ons.

"But we have to confront these transnational threats and prevent the
m suse of our technology for evil," she added.
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