21 JUN 2003
Umo- Moti on (Educati on/ Rel i gi on)
BOOST EFFORTS TO TURN NATI ONAL SCHOOLS | NTO PREM ER SCHOOLS, GOVT TOLD

KUALA LUMPUR, June 21 (Bernamm) -- The federal governnment has been
urged to continue to give priority and place enphasis on turning nationa
schools into prem er schools to become schools of choice of the various
races in the country and where true understanding of Islamis incul cated
anong Musl i m students.

A representative of the Johor Umo |iaison body, Datuk Gapar Gurrohu
said that education and religion were issues which need serious attention
by the governnment especially in the face of gl obalisation which requires
t he people to be know edgeabl e and posses resilience based on a strong
religi ous background.

"That is why education and religion have been tabled sinmnmultaneously as
an integrated notion this year," he said when tabling the notion on
education/religion on the third and final day of the 54th Umo genera
assenbly at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre (PWC) here today.

Gapar said that education and religion were essential aspects to
produce a dynami c society and such efforts should be given enphasis by Umo
to ensure that the country would continue to be hel med by the Ml ays.

He said that efforts to boost the confidence of the conmunity towards
nati onal schools should be streamined followi ng the tendency anpbng parents
at present to no |onger consider national schools as schools of choice for
their children

"Mal ay parents prefer to send their children to privately-run conmmunity
religious schools (SAR) while non-Malay parents prefer to send their
children to national type Chinese and Tami| primary schools,” he said.

Gapar said that this trend, if left unchecked, woul d have a negative
i mpact on national schools which should serve as centres for nationa
i ntegration.

He said that the authorities including teachers should exercise w sdom
in inculcating Islamc values in national schools as a m sperception
exi sted anong non-Mal ay parents that such a nove was an attenpt to turn
nati onal schools into branches of Islamc educational schools.

He commended t he federal governnent for its nove in termnating the
annual per capita assistance extended to the SARs as they were now no
| onger relevant in the national perspective.

Gafar said that the SARs which had existed for hundreds of years in the
country could no | onger serve to provide religious education and the
| earni ng of nodern subjects |like science and this role could be played nore
effectively by the national schools.

"In fact, the SARs have al so today been abused by certain parties which
use themto incite (hatred) and this is an insult to the Malays and w ||
not benefit them"™ he said.

Gapar said that the performance of the students in public exam nations
was declining as a result of such incitenment and external influence.

"I'n the Penil ai an Menengah Rendah (PMR) exam nation for 2002, only 0.2
per cent of the students in the SARs scored the perfect "A for al
subj ects conpared to other schools like the religious secondary school s
whi ch recorded 15.9 per cent," he said.

He al so said that the poor performance of the SARs was due to the |ack
of proper basic training anmong the principals and the teaching staff of
such school s.

Gapar | auded the nove by the governnent to introduce approaches in the



teachi ng of science and mathematics in the English Language whi ch al so help
i nprove the command of the | anguage anong the students.

"Such a nove is not detrinental to the Malay | anguage as the nationa
| anguage or underm ne the sovereignty of the Malay | anguage,” he said.

He al so proposed that the famly institution be given attention through
solid programres as the quest for excellence begins fromthe hone.

Gapar al so placed on record appreciation for Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad who steps down in Cctober as Umo president and prine
m nister and recalled his contributions as Education Mnister in 1974 when
he succeeded in dealing with student denonstrations that year

Earlier, Gapar announced seven resol utions on the education/religion
notion. They are the realisation that:

* education is vital as the key to devel op individuals who are
know edgeabl e and possess noral and religious values to contribute to the
wel | -bei ng of the comunity, the sovereignty of the race and the prosperity
of the nation as well as the continuity of Umo's struggl e;

* only bal anced knowl ege covering physical, material and spiritua
aspects will ensure individuals of integrity;

* the Mal ays must excel, be conpetitive and build resilience in facing
t he chal | enges of gl obalisation

* the integrity of the race depended on equal quality of education

* racial unity and national integration are the key to the nation's
peace and wel | - bei ng;

* science and technol ogy are significant in life in this century and
the future;

* the weaknesses of Muslins today are due to thembeing left behind in
their prepardness in inproving thenselves in terns of know edge, the
econony and nmanagenent of their resources.

Meanwhil e, in supporting the notion, Selangor's representative Datuk
Zai nal Sakom sai d that national schools failed to becone the schools of
choice of the majority of the people in the country due to the attitude of
certain parties including the adm nistration of national schools in
becom ng overly enotional and overzeal ous in incorporating Islamc val ues
anong the students.

He said that the nove to change the term nol ogy of the Bahasa Ml aysi a
subj ect to Bahasa Melayu in national schools in 1992 foll owi ng pressure
fromthe literary circle in the country also affected the status of
nati onal schools as prem er school s.

"As such, the Selangor Umo proposes that the term nol ogy Bahasa Ml ayu
be switched back to Bahasa Ml aysi a," he said.

Zai nal al so proposed that students be taught the normal subjects from
7.30amto 12 noon and Islamc knowl edge from 12 noon to 2pm

"This will bring national schools to the forefront of obligatory
religious education and students need no | onger proceed to afternoon
school s to seek knowl edge in such aspects, "he said.
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