28 JAN 2003
NAM Pr epar at i ons
PREPARATI ONS FOR NAM SUMWM T PROCEEDI NG SMOOTHLY

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 28 (Bernama) -- Preparations for the upcom ng 13th
Non- Al i gned Movenment (NAM summit are proceedi ng snmoothly and Mal aysia "
well on its way to hosting the major event."

Foreign Mnistry Secretary Ceneral Datuk Ahmad Fuzi Abdul Razak said
Mal aysia was logistically prepared to host the sunmt, here fromFeb 20 to
25. It is expected to be attended by | eaders of nearly 114 NAM nenber
st ates.

"We had a dry-run of the opening cerenony today and everything
proceeded snoothly...," he said.

He told reporters this after witnessing the dry-run at the Putra Wrld
Trade Centre here.

He said the event organisers, fromvarious mnistries, were nowin the
m dst of fine-tuning the arrangenents.

"More dry-runs are planned next nonth, which also involves traffic
flow We hope what we do will turn out to be the best NAM summit organi sed
to date," he added.

He said the opening cerenmony woul d include cul tural performances by
| stana Budaya dancers, the Federal Ballet Acadeny and the National Arts
Acadeny.

There would al so be a martial arts performance by the Persatuan Seni
Silat Gayung Patani Ml aysia while the nmusic would be a m xture of Chinese,
I ndian, Orang Asli and Ganel an comuniti es.

The openi ng cerenony dry-run started at 9am and | asted four hours.

Organi sers expect foreign dignitaries to arrive for the opening
cerenony from8.30 amon Feb 25 and the event proper is schedul ed to begin
at 10am and run for 90 m nutes.

"Hi ghlight of the opening cerenony will be the speeches by several NAM
| eaders, including Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, " Ahmad
Fuzi said.

He al so said sone of the 114 countries had confirned their guest |ist.
So far sone 40 heads of state and governnment have confirned their
at t endance.

For nmore NAM stories, |log on to www nan2003. com
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