07 JUL 2003
Russi a- Post pone
PRESI DENT PUTIN S VISIT TO MALAYSI A POSTPONED | NDEFI NI TELY

KUALA LUMPUR, July 7 (Bernama) -- Russian President Vladinmr Putin who
was schedul ed to make an official visit to Malaysia fromtonorrow has
postponed his visit indefinitely.

In a statenment the Secretary of the Cerenpnies Division of the
I nternational Conference Secretariat, Prime Mnister's Departnent, Datuk
Abdul l ah Yatimsaid the visit would take place at a date to be announced in
the future.

Meanwhi | e forei gn news agencies reported that President Putin postponed
his visit to Mal aysi a because of the suicide bonbing carried out by two
Chechen separatists at a rock concert site near Tushino Airport in Mscow
on Sat ur day.

The death toll fromthe bonmbing had risen to 22, according to the
reports.

During his visit, President Putin was scheduled to hold talks wth
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad and | aunch the
Mal aysi a- Russi a Chanber of Conmmer ce.
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