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PRIME M NI STER TO OPEN PBRS CONGRESS NEXT MONTH

KOTA KI NABALU, April 26 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad is expected to open Parti Bersatu Rakyat Sabah's (PBRS)
Ei ght h Annual Congress next nonth.

PBRS president Tan Sri Joseph Kurup said today the Youth and Wanita
congress woul d take place on May 15 while the congress proper would be held
the followi ng day at the Keningau Community Hall, about 170km from here.

It woul d be attended by about 400 del egates, he told reporters after
hosting a lunch for the media, here.

Kurup, who is state Youth and Sports Mnister, Dr Mahathir had visited
Tenom a nei ghbouring district of Keningau, in 2001.

"Now the | ocals are eager to neet the prinme mnister once again and |
expect themto turn up at the congress to greet Dr Mahathir,"” he said.

He said the congress woul d deliberate on anmendnents to the party
constitution to plug | oopholes following a | eadership crisis early |ast
year when del egates to the seventh congress el ected Kurup and Datuk Dr
Jeffrey Kitingan as "PBRS president".

The crisis has been resolved and Dr Jeffrey sacked fromthe party.

In his speech, Kurup announced the establishnment of an award to
recogni se the role of the nedia in the devel opnent of the youth in the
state, in addition to the Best Sports Witers which has been going on for
several years.

The Sabah State Youth Devel opment Witers Award will be held on May 30
this year in conjunction with the Youth Day which falls on June 12.

Kurup said the nedia had an inportant role to play in shaping public
opinion as well as in educating the youth on the inportance of having high
noral and being trustworthy and conpetitive in facing chall enges.
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