31 OCT 2003
Abdul | ah- Power
ABDULLAH ASSUVES PONER AS FI FTH PRIME M NI STER OF MALAYSI A

PUTRAJAYA, COct 31 (Bernamm) -- Tun Dr Mahat hir Mhamad this afternoon
of ficially handed over the | eadership of the Federal Governnent to Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi .

The historic transfer of power cerenony was held at the Prine
Mnister's Ofice on the Fifth Floor of the green-doned Bangunan Perdana
Putra in Putrajaya which is the seat of the Federal Government.

Abdul  ah who will be 64 next nonth was earlier sworn-in as the fifth
Prime Mnister of Ml aysia before the Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku Syed
Sirajuddi n Tuanku Syed Putra Jamalullail at |Istana Negara in Kuala Lunpur.

At the cerenony, Dr Mahat hir handed over the desk file to signify the
transfer of responsibilities of the high office to Abdullah in the presence
of the Chief Secretary to the Governnment Tan Sri Sansudi n QGsman.

Foll owi ng this Abdullah had a closed door nmeeting with Dr Mahathir.

Qut si de, Cabinet M nisters, senior governnment officers and scores of
mnistry staff and hundreds of Putrajaya residents waited to bid farewell
to Dr Mahathir.

Abdul | ah, who was born on Nov 26, 1939,in Kepal a Betas, Penang, was
appoi nted Deputy Prinme Mnister by Dr Mahathir on Jan 8, 1999, which was a
Friday, like today, also in the nonth of Ramadan.

Dr Mahathir then wal ked over to the | obby where he cl ocked out at
5.07pm w tnessed by staff of the Prime Mnister's Departnent.

The Prime Mnister then wal ked with Dr Mahathir and Tun Dr Siti Hasmah
Mohaned Ali to their car.

Dr Mahathir spent about 20 m nutes shaking hands with the officers and
staff as he wal ked towards his car.

Dr Mahathir's historic departure fromthe Bangunan Perdana Putra was
recorded by hundreds of |ocal and foreign press photographers and TV
camer anen.

After seeing Dr Mahathir off, the Prinme Mnister waved to the people
present and then got into his official car.

- - BERNAMA

JM MAM HS AAM



	ABDULLAH ASSUMES POWER AS FIFTH PRIME MINISTER OF MALAYSIA (Bernama 31/10/2003)

