05 AUG 2003
PUTI N- ENTRY
PRI VI LEGE TO BE G VEN TO CERTAI N GROUP ENTERI NG RUSSI A, SAYS PUTI N

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 5 (Bernama) -- Russian President, Madinmr Putin
today sai d Ml aysi an busi nessnen, politicians and students should get the
privilege of easier entry into his country.

Putin, who arrived yesterday for an official visit, said while
terrorist activities had denanded tighter inmgration and visa rules as
wel |l as airport security, certain group of people should enjoy certain
privil eges.

"We have to facilitate certain categories of citizens of various
countries which are devel opi ng favourabl e economc relations with Russia,
i ke Mal aysia," he told the Ml aysi a- Russi a Busi ness Forum here today.

Thi s woul d anmong ot her things help to ensure a conducive environment
for greater business activities between both countries, he said during a
guesti on and answer session.

Mal aysian Prime M nister, Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad had earlier
made a courtesy call on Putin. The Russian president would | eave for Russia
| ater tonight.

Putin said Dr Mahat hir had during the nmeeting nentioned some 400
Mal aysi ans studying in Russia and expressed his hope that nore woul d be
pursui ng their higher studies there.

Putin told the forumthat nultilateral trading system should serve as
the base for international trading relation and in order to arrive at one,
the interest of each country should be taken into consideration

"l believe that business relation should be based on a favourable
i nternational relationship,” he said.

Earlier in his speech, the Russian president said there was a great
potential for greater trade between Ml aysia and Russia and this included
greater cooperation in the tel econmunications, aviation and aerospace
i ndustri es.

O her areas of possible closer cooperation are in the | aunching of
satellites, banking and insurance busi ness, he added. -- BERNANA
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