15 JuL 2003
Skills
PRODUCE MORE MARKETABLE GRADUATES, TRAI NI NG I NSTI TUTI ONS TOLD

KUCHI NG July 15 (Bernama) -- Local training institutions nmust produce
nore mar ket abl e graduates who do not require retraining when entering the
job market, Sarawak Assistant Agriculture Mnister Francis Hollis Tini said
t oday.

He said data fromthe Human Resources Mnistry showed that mllions of
ringgit had been spent in retraining 10,000 graduates nati onwi de, who faced
difficulties in finding jobs |ast year

"The institutions would be doing the students a disservice if they
train thembut don't prepare themwell and they are not able to get a job
when they graduate,” he said at the signing of a menorandum of
under st andi ng (MOU) between Acer Sales and Services Sdn Bhd and Akadem | TC
Sdn Bhd (AITC), here.

Under the MOU, AITC, an approved training provider under the Nationa
Vocati onal Training Council Malaysia (MVK), will provide selected students
with a nmonth's practical training in Information Technology (I T) in Acer
Sarawak, a global IT conpany.

Francis said that based on feedback from enpl oyers, sone of the major
probl ems anong | ocal graduates included the | ack of |anguage proficiency
and know edge in information and conmuni cation skills.

Coupled with the | acklustre gl obal economic climte, the inexperienced
graduates also failed to fit in as a team he said.

Francis said 13 per cent of the 31,000 jobl ess graduates between July
1997 and June last year had failed to | and jobs even though they had
first-class degrees.

As such, he said, parents, especially those fromthe rural areas,
shoul d make full use of the educational opportunities available, such as
funds in the formof governnent |oans for skill-training in training
institutions accredited by MVK, including Al TC

About 35,000 skilled trainees were expected to benefit fromthe
al l ocation under the econom c stinulus package announced by Prime M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mbohamad Mahat hir recently, he said.

He said it was inperative that students and parents nake good use of
the allocation, which is open to all Ml aysians who want to get certified
skills qualification but |ack the financial means.
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