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BRASI LI A, March 17 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad said
today that there is a need to pronote nore intensive contact and
i nteraction between Ml aysia and Brazil, not only between governnent and

busi ness | eaders but scientists, sportsnmen and youth as well.

The prime mnister said that there was trenendous potential for
cooperation by taking advantage of both countries' respective strength and
experi ence.

"Both countries need to sustain high level visits and pronpte nore
i ntensive contact and interaction between our peoples, especially between
t he governnment and busi ness | eaders, scientists, sportsnmen and youth," he
said in his speech at a |uncheon hosted by Brazilian President Luiz Inacio
Lula da Silva at the Itamaraty Pal ace here.

Dr Mahathir, acconpanied by his wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnmah Mohaned
Ali, isin Brazil's capital for a two-day official visit at the invitation
of the Brazilian president.

Qutlining the prospects of closer Ml aysia-Brazil ties, Dr Mhathir
said that new areas of cooperation could be in information technol ogy,
bi ot echnol ogy, space technol ogy, aerospace, hydro power generation and
agricultural research.

On sports and youth, the prinme mnister said that Ml aysi ans were happy
that in May | ast year, the Brazilian football team had chosen Kual a Lunpur
to acclimtise thensel ves before the Wirld Cup tournanent in South Korea
and Japan.

"The friendly football match played between the Ml aysian and the
Brazilian teanms in Kuala Lunmpur contributed to the greater consciousness
and awar eness of our two countries anmong our youth," he said.

The "sanba teant then went on to win the Wrld Cup for the fifth tinme.

On bilateral trade, Dr Mahathir hoped that his visit would generate
greater flow of trade and i nvestnment between Mal aysia and Brazil.

He said that Ml aysi an and Brazilian busi nessmen shoul d be encouraged
to seek opportunities in each other's country.

"I am pl eased to observe that the Ml aysi a-Brazil Business Council was
establ i shed two years ago and the nmenbers of this council include big
Brazilian corporations |ike Avibras and Enbraer,"” he said.

He al so expressed satisfaction that there were sone Ml aysi an
investrments in Brazil, nanmely in the states of Amazonia, Para, Sao Paol o
and in Parana. The conpani es have invested in the tinber conplex and in the
manuf acturing of rubber gloves and security seals.

Dr Mahathir said that as energing econonmies with alnost simlar |evel
of econom c devel oprment, Mal aysia and Brazil have nmuch to gain from cl oser
econom ¢ and technol ogy cooperation.

Brazil continues to be Malaysia's |largest trading partner in South
Anerica with bilateral trade | ast year registered at US$639 as agai nst
US$514 million in 2001.

On international issues, Dr Mahathir said that Ml aysia believed that
there should be no unilateral approach to international issues disrupting
the international peace and security.

"We strongly believe that problens should be resol ved peaceful |y under
the aegis of the United Nations and countries should not resort to war," he
sai d.

The prime mnister al so coormended the president on the benevol ent



policies and projects including the Zero Hunger progranme bei ng undertaken
since he took office last Jan 1.
Earlier, he was ushered to neet the new y-el ected president before both
| eaders proceeded to attend a del egati on neeti ng.
The Mal aysi an del egation includes Deputy Foreign Mnister Datuk Dr Leo
M chael Toyad and Foreign Mnistry Deputy Secretary-General Datuk Abdul
Azi z Mohanmed.
Later, the prinme mnister exchanged gifts with President Lula.
Tonorrow, Dr Mahathir and his wife will tour the Enbraer aircraft
manuf acturing plant and the Avi bras Aerospacial in San Jose near Sao Paol o.
They will stay overnight in Rio de Janeiro before | eaving for hone via
Buenos Aires the follow ng day.
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