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ECONOWY- GRONMH
PUVP- PRIM NG A TI MELY MOVE TO ENSURE CONTI NOUS GROMH

By: M Saraswat hi

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 7 (Bernama) -- Additional punp-primnng neasures now
are tinmely and will serve as a shot in the armgiven the soft gl oba
econony and its inplications on the donestic econony, the chairman of Bank
Penbangunan & | nfrastruktur Ml aysia Bhd, Datuk Mbhaned Adnan Ali said
t oday.

However, he said that the stimulus funds should primarily flow into the
infrastructure sector as it would have a nultipler effect and varied
spin-offs on the econony.

He said that another crucial sector that should receive the funds was
the small and nedi um enterprises (SMES).

They shoul d al so have their "fair share as sone of them are dependent
on franchises or unbrella structured business" which linmts their business
opportunities, he told Bernama here today.

Mohamed Adnan was conmenting on Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad' s st atenent yesterday that the government mght go for another
round of punmp-primng this year to boost the econony.

In March 2001, the governnent introduced a stinmulus package worth RVB
billion and thereafter another RMA.3 billion in Septenber the sanme year

"I do believe that if we want to have (continuous) growth, the
government needs to cone and inject sone funds especially now " he said.

In March 2001, the governnment announced the RMB billion stimulus
package in efforts to ward off the negative effects of a gl obal economc
downturn then, brought on by the sluggish US and Japanese economi es.

It punped in another RMA.3 billion in Septenber 2001 in the aftermath
of the Sept 11 terrorist attacks which put a further dent on the already
af fected gl obal and regi onal econom es. -- BERNANVA
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