31 JUL 2003
Putin-Visit
PUTIN TOVISIT M SI A ON TUESDAY

KUALA LUMPUR, July 31 (Bernanmm) -- Russian President Mladimr Putin
will make an official visit to Malaysia on Aug 5, the Foreign Mnistry said
t oday.

The visit, at the invitation of the Yang di-Pertuan Agong, Tuanku Syed
Sirajuddin Syed Putra Jamalulaill, was originally slotted for July 8, but
had to be reschedul ed to Tuesday due to unforeseen circunstances, it said
in a statenent.

"The visit is to reciprocate the one made by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahathir Mbhamad to Russia in March | ast year.

"President Putin's visit to Malaysia is historic as this will be the
first ever official visit by a Russian President to the country," it said.

Putin woul d be acconpani ed by an official del egation conprising
m ni sters, deputy mnisters and senior governnment officials.

A busi ness del egati on would al so be part of the entourage, it said.

The Foreign Mnistry said Putin's visit reflected the inportance and
significance Russia attached to the Ml aysi a-Russia rel ations.

This, Wsma Putra said, was evident fromthe fact that Ml aysia would
be the only country Putin would be visiting while in the region

"Furthernore, apart from Vietnam Malaysia is the first ever
non- Soci al i st country anong Asean nmenber states which a | eader of the
Sovi et Uni on/ Russi an Federation will visit," the statenent said.

Since the establishnment of diplomatic ties 35 years ago, Kual a Lunpur
and Mbscow have enjoyed good bilateral relations based on nmutual respect,
the desire of both sides to enhance, inprove and diversify bilatera
cooperation in areas such as defence, trade, information technol ogy,
educati on, aerospace and avi ation industries, bionmedicine, Iinguistics and
culture, it said.

Cooperation in the education sector between both countries had been on
the upward trend. Currently, there are about 400 Mal aysi an students
pursuing tertiary education in various universities in Russia.

Bil ateral trade between Mal aysia and Russia |ast year stood at RML. 34
billion, with the bal ance of trade in Russia's favour

Wsma Putra said major exports to Russia include vegetable oils in
fluid or solid crude, refined or crude, aninmal or vegetable oils and fats,
processed waxes of animal or vegetable origin, telecomunications
equi prent, parts, accessories and nagazi ne.

Maj or inports from Russia include fertilizers, manufactured flat-rolled
products of iron or non-alloy steel, platted or coated Ingots and ot her
primary forms, it said.

Putin is expected to hold talks with Dr Mahathir on bilateral economc
cooperation and wi de-ranging international issues. He would al so I aunch the
Mal aysi a- Russi a Busi ness Counci | .

Three agreenents are to be signed during the visit. They are:

* Agreement on Science and Technol ogy Cooperation

* Agreement on Cooperation in Information and Conmuni cati ons
Technol ogy; and

* Contract for the supply and delivery of Sukhoi SU-30 MKM Aircraft,
Integrated Logistics Support Equi pnent and Services for the Royal Ml aysian
Air Force.
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