16 JUN 2003
Umo- Azal i na
PUTERI TO FOCUS ON NATI ONAL | SSUES AT GENERAL ASSEMBLY

By: Kuzaimah ldris

KUALA LUMPUR, June 16 (Bernama) -- Puteri Umo will table issues on
education, religion, the econony and social problens at the party's 57th
general assenbly tonorrow, said the novenent's head Azalina O hman

She said the resolutions to be tabled and debated woul d give an
understanding to the del egates so that they could explain these issues to
nmenbers at the divisional and branch |evels.

In an interview with Bernama here, Azalina said Puteri Umo woul d not
bring any special resolution but would concentrate on national issues,
governnment policies and preparation for the general election.

She said her speech would touch on the role of the novenment as a new
entity in Umo in facing the next general election

"My speech will touch on the role of Puteri as a new wi ng wthin Umo,
t he enphasis on conputerisation and noves by the novenent to attract the
young generation, particularly young Mal ay wonen, to vote in the next
general election,” she said.

Puteri Umo will send 640 del egates to the general assenbly, the first
time the novenent is participating in the Umo assenbly after it was
accepted as a new Umo w ng | ast year

Azal ina said Puteri Umo was al so not expecting Umo | eaders and
menbers to table a notion to persuade Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad to
change his mnd about retiring.

She said Umo nenbers nust accept the fact that there would be a
transition of power and they should continue the party's struggles to
achieve a big win for Umo and the Barisan Nasional (BN) at the next
general el ection.

"But for Puteri, we are sad because we don't have enough tine to be
wi th an exceptional Malay |eader |like the Umo president (Dr Mahathir),"
she sai d.

Asked on the general election, Azalina said the nmovenent woul d not
demand that its nmenbers be nominated as candi dates but would leave it to
the | eadership to decide

She said if the nmenbers were not picked as candi dates, Puteri Umo
woul d still continue to serve and chanpion the cause of Umo and BN

"If we are selected, we say thank you, if we are not nom nated, we will
continue with the cause, we don't ask for position in the party,"” she said.

Puteri Umo, she said, would activate various el ection programes such
as the special election unit and the Puteri social service which would
begi n next nmonth and prepare its nmenbers nentally and enotionally for the
el ection.

Puteri Umo now has 138, 000 nenbers.

Azal ina said the chall enge faced by the novenent now was to ensure that
t he young generation would conme out to vote for the BN in the coning
general el ection.

She said Puteri would al so have no problens working with and taking
instructions from Umo deputy president Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi
who woul d assume the posts of Prinme Mnister and Umo president in Cctober
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