17 JUN 2003
Umo- Put eri ( Roundup)
PUTERI UWNO S PARTI Cl PATI ON CREATES HI STORY AT UMNO ASSEMBLY

KUALA LUMPUR, June 17 (Bernamm) -- The curtain raiser for the Umo
general assenbly 2003 here tonight not only creates history but is also
unpr ecedent ed.

For the first time since its inception 57 years ago, the opening
cerenony for the Umo wi ngs, namely the Umo Youth and Wanita novenents,
this time involved a new wing, that is, Puteri Ummo.

Since its inception was first nooted three years ago, this is the first
time that Puteri Ummo, which now has nore than 100,000 nenbers, has been
pl aced on par with Umo Youth and Wanita Umo.

The one-day neeting of the three novenents was opened sinultaneously by
Umo deputy president Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnad Badawi, who is also the
Deputy Prine Mnister.

The presence of the Puteri Umo del egates clearly gave a new | ook and
brought cheers to the assenbly this time around. At least, it had brought
back a gay atnosphere to the del egates who were clearly saddened by the
i npending retirement of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad in
Cct ober

Al t hough the del egates appeared to be conscientiously follow ng
Abdul | ah' s speech which took their thoughts to ponder the future of the
race, religion and country, the issue of Dr Mahathir's w thdrawal still
seened to weigh heavily on their mnd

The sane issue was al so expected to donminate the assenbly hall tonorrow
and during the subsequent three days when the Umo general assenbly starts
on Thur sday.

Dr Mahat hir had announced his intention to relinqui sh the post of Prine
M ni ster and Umo president in Cctober at the general assenbly |ast year
He had al so nanmed Abdul | ah as his successor

The sentinment that truly struck the enotion of the del egates and al
Umo nenbers present at the general assenbly this tinme is the fact that the
general assenbly on Thursday will be the last where Dr Mahathir will
deliver his policy speech and nessage in his capacity as party president
and Prinme Mnister

After nore than 20 years at the hel mof the party and standing on stage
at the general assenbly in both capacities, the reaction displayed by every
Umo nenber is certainly understandabl e.

They nmust learn to accept the fact that Dr Mahathir's w t hdrawal
certainly does not stop the continuity of Umo's struggl es.

Based on his highly constructive and visionary speech at the
si mul t aneous openi ng of the Umo Youth, Wanita and Puteri Umo assenbly,
Abdul | ah is undoubtedly capabl e of continuing the party's struggl es.
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