16 OCT 2003
A G Putin
PUTI N THANKS HOST MALAYSI A FOR I NVI TATION TO O C SUW T

PUTRAJAYA, COct 16 (Bernama) -- Russian President Viadimr Putin marked
his historic presence at the 10th Organisation of the Islamc Conference
(AdC Summit here with a speech envisaging cl oser cooperation between his
country and the O C.

He said he was grateful to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, who is the summit chairman, for inviting himto the opening
cerenony of the largest gathering of Miusliml eaders at the Putrajaya
Convention Centre here.

Wel coming the | eaders in his address to the summit, Dr Mahathir said
whet her they were Miuslins or not, their presence at the neeting would help
towar ds greater understanding of Islamand the Miuslinms, thus helping to
di sprove the perception of Islamas a religion of backwardness and terror.

Apart from Putin, Dr Mahathir had invited Philippine President doria
Arroyo and Sri Lanka which was represented by its Mnister of Port
Devel opnent and Shi ppi ng, Eastern Devel opnent and Muslim Religious Affairs
Rauf Hakeem

The sunmit, the first to be held in the Asia Pacific region, has drawn
33 Musliml eaders, the | argest nunber since the inception of the 57-menber
ACin 1969. The other menbers sent their respective representatives.

Putin arrived at the KL International Airport at 5amtoday specifically
to attend the opening session of the summt and hold bilateral talks with
Dr Mahathir.

Speaki ng in Russian, Putin highlighted the devel opnment of the Muslim
community in Russia, which is reported to be about 20 nmillion-strong.

He said that from 870 nosques in 1991, there were now nore than 7,000
nosques i n Russia.

Dr Mahathir, during a trip to Russia |last year, had the opportunity to
perform Friday prayers at Moscow s bi ggest nosque and neet Mislim | eaders
there.

Putin al so touched on the threats of terrorism saying that terrorism
must not be identified with any religion, cultural tradition or way of
life.

"I would like to state to you all: for citizens of our country, Russian
Muslinms are an integral part of the nulti-ethnic people of Russia.

"And we see the strength of our country in this inter-religious
harmony. W see its worth, wealth and benefit,"” said Putin.

He said that Moscow s cooperation in the franework of the O C m ght
becorme an inmportant elenent of a just and safe world, capable of solving
many international and religious problens wthout conflict.

"The conbi nati on of our financial, technol ogical and personnel
resources is capable of becom ng a real factor in international politics,
t he begi nning of a breakthrough in many areas of the world econony,” he
sai d.
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