04 AUG 2003
Putin-Arrival
PUTI N ARRI VES FOR TWD- DAY VISIT TO MALAYSI A

SEPANG Aug 4 (Bernama) -- Russian President Viadimr Putin arrived
here today for a two-day official visit to Malaysia, the first by a Russian
head of state to the country.

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar and Information M nister

Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob, who is minister-in-attendance, greeted himat the KL
International Airport (KLIA) when his aircraft |anded at 5.10pm amd tight
security.

There were initial fears that Putin m ght again postpone his trip to
Mal aysia following Friday's deadly attack on a mlitary hospital in the
town of Mbzdok near restive Chechnya which killed at | east 50 people.

Putin was originally scheduled to make his way here on July 8 but that
trip was called off after at |east 20 people were reportedly killed by
sui ci de bonbers at a rock concert in Mscow.

Putin is here at the invitation of the Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku

Syed Sirajuddin Syed Putra Janmalullail. The visit is to reciprocate Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad' s visit to Russia in March | ast
year.

The Russian | eader will be accorded a red carpet welconme at the
Parliament Square in Kuala Lunmpur tonorrow before attendi ng the | aunching
of the Ml aysi a- Russi a Busi ness Counci | .

He and Dr Mahathir are scheduled to hold talks in Putrajaya on
bil ateral econom c and wi de-rangi ng international issues.

Bilateral trade stood at RML.34 billion last year and was largely in
Russia's favour.

Kual a Lunmpur and Russia are expected to ink three agreenents, on
cooperation in conmuni cations, defence, and science and technol ogy.

Putin is also scheduled to attend a banquet at the |Istana Negara hosted
in his honour by Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin.
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