05 AUG 2003
Puti n- Wl come
PUTI N ATTENDS OFFI CI AL VVELCOM NG CEREMONY

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 5 (Bernama) -- Russian President Vladimr Putin, who
arrived here yesterday for a two-day official visit, was accorded a state
wel cone at Parlianment Square here today.

Putin, the first Russian head of state to nmake an official visit to the
country, was greeted on arrival by the Yang di-Pertuan Agong, Tuanku Syed
Sirajuddin Syed Putra Jamalullail.

Present were Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, Deputy
Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi, Cabinet mnisters and
heads of foreign m ssion.

The president inspected a guard-of-honour nounted by 103 officers and
men of the Royal Malay Reginent after the national anthens of both
countries were played. The 31st Artillery Unit gave a 21-gun sal ute.

Dignitaries present at the wel coming cerenony were later introduced to
hi m

Putin is scheduled to hold talks with Dr Mahathir when the prine
mnister calls on himat the Shangri-La Hotel where he is staying.

They two | eaders are expected to focus their discussions on bilateral
econom ¢ cooperation and wi de-rangi ng international issues.

They will then attend the | aunching of the Ml aysi a- Russi a Busi ness
Forum also at the Shangri-La, where Putin will deliver a keynote address.

Later, Putin will call on Dr Mahathir at his office in Putrajaya for
further talks and the two | eaders are expected to witness the signing of
three agreenents -- Agreenent on Science and Technol ogy Cooperati on;
Agreenent on Cooperation in Information Conmuni cati ons Technol ogy; and
Contract for the supply and delivery of Sukhoi SU-30 MKM Aircraft,
I ntegrated Logistics Suppport Equi prent and Services for the Royal
Mal aysi an Air Force (RVAF).
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