05 FEB 2003
Mahat hi r - Canoe
PUTRAJAYA READY TO HOST | NTERNATI ONAL EVENTS, SAYS PM

PUTRAJAYA, Feb 6 (Bernama) -- Putrajaya is well qualified and able to
host the forthcom ng Asian Canoe Chanpi onship 2005, said Prine Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

He said that with the high quality facilities that Putrajaya has to
of fer and Mal aysia's extensive experience in hosting international sporting
events such as the Wrld Cup Golf Chanpi onship, Fornula One, and the
Commonweal t h Ganes, Putrajaya would al so be able to host the Asian Canoe
Chanpi onshi p.

"Wth its international standard facilities, strategic |ocation and
i nfrastucture, Putrajaya Lake has beconme a prem er watersport venue in
Mal aysia," he said in his nessage in the souvenir book of the International
Invitational Canoe Conpetition 2003.

The Prime Mnister |aunched the conpetition at the Putrajaya Lake here
t oday.

Dr Mahathir said that Putrajaya has a promsing future to be an
i nternational chanpi onship venue given the commtnent of the Ml aysian
government to enhance the present facilities to O ynpic standard.

He said that the International Invitational Canoe Conpetition was the
first international event to be held at the |ake.

Competitors from 15 countries including China, Japan, Uzbekistan and
Pol and are participating in the three-day event.
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