14 OCT 2003
O C-Decl aration (Press Conference)
PUTRAJAYA DECLARATI ON TO FOCUS ON ACTI ON- ORI ENTED STRATEd ES

PUTRAJAYA, COct 14 (Bernamm) -- The Putrajaya Declaration to be issued
at the end of the 10th Sunmt of the Organisation of the Islamc Conference
(AC here will focus on action-oriented strategies, Foreign Mnister Datuk
Seri Syed Ham d Al bar said today.

He said the docunent would be different fromdeclarations issued at
past O C summits.

"There is a strong comm tnent and desire to see that we do not make
pl ans based on niceties or beautiful phrases. But we want to see action,"”
he told a press conference at the end of the two-day Mnisterial
Preparatory Meeting at the Putrajaya Convention Centre, here.

Syed Hamid chaired the mnisterial neeting as Ml aysi a takes over the
chai rmanshi p of the 57 menber organisation for the next three years.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad will chair the two-day
summ t begi nning on Thursday in the |argest gathering of Miuslimleaders
si nce 2001.

Syed Hami d said the Putrajaya Declaration would outline concrete Plans
of Action to be taken to enhance trade, econonmic ties and i nvestnment as
wel | as expand information technol ogy and cooperation in science,
technol ogy as well as education for the betterment of the Ummah.

For exanple, he said, in the revitalisation of OC, there would be a
statenent on the need for the OCto be credible and cohesive so that it
could function as a body that represented all its nmenbers.

"At the same tinme, we will have a plan of action on how we shoul d
execute that and how we shoul d achi eve that," he said.

Apart fromthe declaration, Syed Ham d said the sunmmt would issue
statenments on Pal estine, Syria, Iraq and Lebanon.

He said there would al so be a joint comuni que which would contain all
matters that had been di scussed, debated and decided at the summt.

Answer i ng anot her question, Syed Hamid said it was up to the individual
O C nenber country to decide whether or not to send peacekeeping troops to
I raqg.

"It is not for the OCto decide as the O C (as an organi sati on) has
never sent any peacekeeping force to any country,” he said when asked on
the O Cs stand on the matter.

It has been reported that Turkey intends to send 10, 000 peacekeepers to
Irag while sone Muslimcountries feel that they should not do so as long as
Irag was still under the United States-led occupying forces.
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