19 JUN 2003
Umo- Packed
PWC PACKED TO THE 3 LLS FOR PM SPEECH

KUALA LUMPUR, June 19 (Bernanm) -- The probl em of congestion synonynous
with the words Kual a Lunpur spilled over into the Putra Wrld Trade Centre
(PWIC) today where the 54th Umo Ceneral Assenbly is being held.

However, instead of the din of cars and putrid exhaust snells, the
hal I s and wal kways of PWC on every floor were choc-a-bloc with bodies
vying for the best seats in front of the closed-circuit television screens.

They have come fromfar and wide for no other reason than to w tness
for thenmsel ves the speech of Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad
whi ch could very well be his last as Umo president.

Unfortunately, the congestion caused novenent probl ens anong the people
living in the "fast lane", in this case, nedia reporters and phot ographers
covering the assenbly.

Many conpl ai ned of having to forge the ocean of bodies, which refused
to part, to reach their destination

Sonme reporters also had to guide their chosen "interviewes" into the
bat hroom for want of a peaceful spot to talk.

Al as for sonme, in such events there would surely be those who wish to
show of f their authority in keeping the security and peace by being rude to
the medi a who inadvertently step into restricted areas.
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