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By: Ahmad Zuki man Zain

DOHA, March 5 (Bernamm) -- The Organisation of Islamc Conference (A Q)
formally opened an extraordinary neeting here today to discuss the threat
of war on Iraqg with its chairman Qatar reaffirmng the need to naintain
Iraq's independence.

Qatari Emr Shei kh Hamad bin Khalifa Al -Thani also stressed the need to
maintain lragq's unity, territorial integrity and non-interference in its
internal affairs.

Maki ng the remarks when openi ng the one-day neeting, he welconed Iraq's
acceptance of the United Nations Security Council Resolution 1441 and its
cooperation in inplenenting the resolution ained at disarm ng Baghdad of
any weapons of mass destruction.

"W hope such cooperation continues as it is an inportant step towards
the solution of this problem peacefully,” said Sheikh Hamad, whose country
is a key United States ally in the Persian Gulf.

Qatari's neighbour United Arab Emirates (UAE) has proposed that Iraqi
Presi dent Saddam Hussein step down and go into exile to avoid a US-|ed
attack on his country.

The proposal was nade at an Arab Leaque summit in the Egyptian Red Sea
Resort of Sharm el -Shei kh and reiterated at the @ulf Cooperation Counci
(GCC) Foreign Mnisters neeting here on Monday.

Shei kh Hamad said that the choice in respect of Irag was not between
siding with a peaceful political solution or confronting the repercussions
of the devel opnents of events.

"It is based on what we can do so that Iraq can get out of this crisis
in such a way that spare it and spare us a costly price and irrenedi abl e
grave danmmge," he said.

Seen as a last-ditch effort to help avert a possible war against Iraq
the focus of the nmeeting was to show solidarity by the Miuslim countries to
resolve the Iraqi crisis amcably.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad is anong key O C | eaders
attending the sumit. Ohers include Egyptian President Hosni Muibarak
Turkish Prinme Mnister Abdullah Gul and Sultan Hassanal Bol ki ah of Brunei

lrag is represented by its vice-president, |zzat Ibrahim and Foreign
M nister Naji Sabri.

Mal aysia will assune the | eadership of the 57-nenber organi sation when
it hosts the OC Summit in Cctober.
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