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RAFI DAH TO LEAD DELEGATION TO | NFORVAL M NI STERI AL MEETI NG ON WIO
| SSUES

By: Mhd Kanmel O hnan

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 11 (Bernama) -- International Trade and Industry
M nister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz will |ead the Ml aysian del egation to the
Informal Mnisterial Meeting on Wrld Trade Organisation (WO issues in
Tokyo begi nning Friday.

The neeting is to enable ministers to exchange views on the progress of
WO negotiations on market access for agriculture, non-agricultura
products and services and the devel opnment of other issues such as
anti-dunping, WO rules and Trade Rel ated Aspects of Intellectual Property
Ri ghts (TRI PS).

The mnisters will also review discussions on the new issues of trade
and investnent, trade and conpetition policy, trade facilitation and
transparency in government procurenent.

The three-day neeting will be attended by 25 WO nmenbers. They are
Australia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, China, Costa Rica, Egypt, European
Commi ssion (EC), Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Japan, Kenya, South Korea
Lesot ho, Mal aysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Nigeria, Senegal, Singapore, South
Africa, Switzerland, Trinidad & Tobago and the U. S

"W will continue talking. W have so many outstanding issues," Rafidah
tol d Bernana.

Progress in current WIO negotiations particularly on substantive issues
have been slow and uneven reflecting diverging interests between devel oped
and devel opi ng countri es.

Deadl i nes on two areas of negotiations nanely TRIPS and Heal th and
Special and Differential Treatnment have passed w thout having achieved an
agreed outcone.

The Tokyo neeting will enable mnisters to discuss ways to provide
i mpetus to bridging difference on issues where positions anong nmenbers are
still far apart, as well as to review the progress of discussions in other

areas such as market access for agriculture and non-agriculture products
and services.

During the WIO M nisterial Conference in Doha in 2001, the ministers
have agreed that nenbers would enbark on a work programme limited to
clarifying and identifying elements for inclusion in a possible
multilateral franework on rules for the four issues

The decision on negotiations will be taken at the 5th Mnisteria
Conference in Cancun, Mexico in Septenber 2003.

"I do not see any new devel oprments happening in Tokyo. Perhaps there
nm ght be better understanding but we have nissed so many deadlines of the
WO in terns of negotiating issues,” Rafidah said.

"I am not sure whether this (nmeeting) will contribute very much to the
Cancun Meeting," she added.

However, the minister said that Malaysia is going for two reasons that
is to know the thinking of the major players and to strengthen its position
on some of the issues.

Apart from attending the informal mnisterial neeting, Rafidah will
have a bilateral neeting with Japanese M nister of Econony, Trade and
I ndustry Takeo Hiranuma

The neeting, scheduled on Sunday, is to discuss further economic
cooperation between Ml aysia and Japan

"W will discuss on the Cd ose Econonic Partnership (CEP) franmework
which will include the free trade area with Japan,"” she said.



The Mal aysi a-Japan bilateral free trade area was announced in Decenber
2002 during Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad' s visit to Japan.
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