04 OCT 2003
LI MA- Rai n
RAI'N AND W NDS FAI L TO DAMPEN LI MA 2003

By: Retna NS

LANGKAW, Cct 4 (Bernanm) - Heavy rain and strong w nds whi ch have been
lashing this island resort since early today failed to danpen the Langkawi
International Maritime and Aerospace (LIMA) 2003 show which entered its
fifth day, today.

VWil e people cane out in droves to witness the LIMA 2003 at the Mhsuri
International Exhibition Centre, where the aerospace exhibition is being
hel d, and at the Awana Porto Malai where the maritinme exhibition is on, bad
weat her forced the cancellation of sonme denonstrations and air displays

The Penang Met eorol ogi cal Departnent when contacted by Bernana said
rain and strong winds would continue until mdnight while nost ferry
services from Penang to Langkawi were suspended due to rough seas.

Most ferry services from Penang were diverted to Kuala Perlis.

LI MA 2003 began on Tuesday and the |ast four days had been desi gnated
only for trade visitors.

The storms cut short the aerial displays and prevented people from
visiting ships which were docked at the Awana Porto Malai as the snaller
boats were unable to ferry visitors due to the choppy seas.

This is the first tinme that the LIMA, since its inception in 1991, is
being held in Cctober.

Normal ly the exhibition will be held in Decenber, which would have
presented perfect weather conditions for such an exhibition

However, not to |let down the thousands of people who had turned-up,the
aerial displays got underway at about 3pm today, with the world famus Red
Arrows taking to the skies.

This was followed by the Rooival k helicopter show and foll owed by a
solo flight by the Russian Sukhoi fighter jet.

The highlight of the airshow was the display by the Royal Ml aysian Air
Force M G 29s which roared across the skies over Langkawi despite the rain.

Roads | eading to the Langkawi International Airport were clogged with
traffic, which kept traffic policenmen busy all day |ong

"I am dissapointed with the Iimted airshow. | wanted ny children to
watch the shows as | believe shows |ike these can inspire themto take up
flying with the Royal Ml aysian Air Force," said Mhammad Hussin, who nade
the trip from Seberang Prai, Penang with his famly

However he said his fanily enjoyed visiting the pavilions at the
exhi bition centre.

Jamal i ah Yusof, also from Penang, hoped the weather would clear and the
ai rshow could start.

"I cane here early to get in. | was here about 9am | will wait for the
airshows even if they start at 4 pm" said the nother of four children who
were on tow.

Melissa Ong, from I poh, who was at the airshow with her friends said
that her "group" waited for two years to watch air displays at LIMA 2003.

"I waited for two years for this show | paid RM0 to get in and of
course | am disappointed but we can't blanme anyone, it's nature at work,"
she said.

Hal i mah Mustapha from Johor said although the weather w eaked havoc
with her plans, she was still happy to view the maritime and aerospace
exhi bitions.

"No problem..even if the airshows are cancelled at least | had a
chance to visit the exhibition. I'monly dissapointed that | did not get a



chance to see the Prime Mnister (Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad). | wanted
to shake his hands and say thank you for what he has done for the country,”
she said after being inforned that Dr Mahathir |eft Langkawi |ast night for
Put raj aya.

S. Sel varaj an of Kedah neanwhile said that LIMA 2003 was not
di sappointing at all as he had not missed any of the LIMA exhibitions since
1991.

"I't's K. | bring ny famly here every two years...we have seen it all
so | am not disappointed. The exhibition this tine around is nuch better,"
he added.

Abdul Chani Zainal of Kerteh, Terengganu felt that the LIMA 2003 was
very informative for his children as they got to learn the workings of an
aircraft.

"It is good for the young ones to cone here and |earn sonething
beneficial. Furthernore this showis not only to boost the industries
i nvol ved but also for the public to gain nore know edge on ships and
aircraft," he added.
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