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RAZALI: PM S OPI NI ON | NDI CATES NEED FOR STANDARD OF BEHAVI OUR | N ASEAN

KUALA LUMPUR, July 22 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad' s
opi nion that Myanmar may be expelled from Asean if it continues to defy
i nternational pressure to release Aung San Suu Kyi is a progressive
statenment indicating the need for a standard of behaviour in Asean, Tan Sri
Razali Ismail said today.

"This is obviously the statenent that has caught the inmagination of al
Mal aysians. It is a progressive statenent because it indicates the need to
have the standard of behaviour within Asean," said Razali, who is the
United Nations special envoy to Myannar.

"There nmust be a mininum standard of behaviour within the countries in
Asean," Razali told reporters after the signing of an underwiting
agreenent for the listing of Salcon Bhd, of which he is chairnman

"The conduct of governments nmust win the support of all the people,” he
sai d, expressing the opinion echoed by the prime mnister.

"People are looking at all |eaders of Asean to do sonething for
Myanmar, for Suu Kyi and the denpcracy there," he said.

Razali is the only independent person to nmeet the denocracy activist
since her detention on May 30, follow ng violent clashes between her
supporters and supporters of the Myanmar mlitary junta

In a recent interview with a foreign news agency rel eased over the
weekend, Dr Mahathir said that Myanmar may be expelled from the regiona
grouping if it continues to defy international pressure

However, he made it clear that such a move would only be considered as
a last resort.

Dr Mahathir has played a nmajor role in nmaking possible Myanmar's
menbership in Asean in 1997

Asked whet her there should be a tine-frame for Myanmar to free Suu Kyi,
Razali said that there should not be.

"It is not a business deal, so why a tine-frame. | know the urgency is
there but these are things that are so intricate and need a lot of efforts
to get things done," he said.

He said that a firm stance by Asean |eaders would be hel pful to resolve
the Myanmar issue and put back on track the process of denocracy.

Asean is scheduled to send a troika to Myannmar regarding the issue and
the UN is awating the decision by Asean, Razali said.

The release of Suu Kyi and the installation of denbcracy in Myannmar is
a mgj or issue ahead of the annual gathering of the Asia-Europe Meeting
(Asem) of foreign ministers in Bali tonorrow and Thursday
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