03 JAN 2003
Rai s- Sar ong
RAI'S TO LOOK | NTO ' NO SARONG NO CASE' APPEAL

SI MPANG PERTANG, Jan 3 (Bernanm) -- Argunents for the appeal against a
Magi strate's Court decision here to acquit a man of indecent exposure
charge will be ook into by Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnent
Datuk Seri Dr Rais Yatim

The man was accused of lifting his sarong and exposing his private part
to to a Puteri Umo nmenber during a by-el ection canpaign in Kedah | ast
July.

I will try to raise |egal aspects that may have been overl ooked by the
prosecution or those the court failed to consider, Dr Rais told reporters
after handing contributions to would-be Hajj pilgrins fromthe Jel ebu
parlianentary constituency here today.

Al or Star Magistrate Mohd Redzuan Abdul | ah acquited Gua Miusang PAS
menber Abdul Razak Abas, 52, clainmng the prosecution had failed to prove a
prima facie case.

Rais said the magistrate's request to have Abdul Razak's sarong, used
during the "flashing" incident, tendered at the trial was "bizarre".

"What's inportant is soneone saw the accuse |lift his sarong. It's
unnecessary for anyone to obtain the sarong worn by the accused," Rais
sai d.

On DAP Deputy Chairman Karpal Singh's statenment that it was wong for
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad to coment on the court's
decision, Rais said people have the right to express their opinion.

"The Prime Mnister did not ridicule the process but nerely expressed
his viewin reference to the trial,"” Dr Rais said.

He said any party had the right to coment on injustice in order to
right a wong.

"Wnning and losing is normal in every case that is presented. The
i mportant thing is the nmethod to uphold justice nust be beyond reproach,”
he said.

Rais renminded all parties not to use the issue for political interests.
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