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Mahat hir-A C
RELI ABLE | NFORVATI ON DI RECTORI ES | MPORTANT FOR O C | NTRA- TRADE

PUTRAJAYA, Cct 12 (Bernanmm) -- There is a vital need for neani ngful and
reliable information directories for intra-trade to flourish anong the 57
menber countries of the O ganisation of the Islanmc Conference (O C), Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad sai d.

The prine minister said information directories like the OC Trade
Directory, released in conjunction with the on-going 10th OC Summt, could
serve the purpose of being the agents of denand and supply.

"G ven the right notivation, individuals, businesses and corporations
stand to gain from enbarking on vigorous intra-trade initiatives anong OC
nations," he said in his foreword for the inaugural official O C Trade
Directory published by Rantel Media Sdn Bhd.

The sumit kicked off yesterday with the Senior Oficials Meeting (SOM
whi ch approved the agenda for their mnisters neeting tonorrow.

Dr Mahathir will chair the OC Summt on Thursday and Friday at the
Putraj aya Convention Centre (PCC) .

He said the OC was the custodian of nmore than two thirds of the
world's oil reserves and there were aboout 200 financial Islamc
institutions in the world.

There were al so nore than 100 nul tinational corporations originating
fromlIslamc countries with a conbined asset value of nore than US$200
billion (RW60 billion).

As such, Dr Mahathir said, there was no reason why the O C could not
becone a cohesive and dynam c energi ng econonic power in the new
m Il ennium

"The Muslim market offers exciting and chall enging opportunities to
Mal aysi an businesses to neet the global demand for quality products and
services," he said.

He said the OC Trade Directory would serve as a dynam ¢ pul se of
activity that seeks to find ways and nmeans as well as opportunities for the
Mal aysi an busi ness conmunity to penetrate the rich potential markets of the
gl obal Muslim conmunity.

"This is a manifestation of Malaysia's belief and comritnent in the
nmerits of the global ummh to enbrace trade as the single resilient weapon
to face the many challenges of the new mllennium" he said.

In her foreword, International Trade and Industry Mnister Datuk Seri
Rafi dah Aziz said intra-O C trade could only expand if there was a higher
| evel of awareness of the opportunities available in each individual nenber
country.

"Efforts of OC institutions to disseninate relevant trade and economc
i nformati on need to be conmpl enmented by the individual nenber countries.™
she said.

Rafi dah al so said that Ml aysia had | ong recognised the potential of
trade to contribute to the strengthening of its relations wth other
Islam c countries.

"Its annual trade pronotion progranmes, which include overseas visits
by the prine mnister and other |eaders of the country, strongly reflect
t he enphasis being given to the devel oping trade and econom c rel ations
with these countries," she said.
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