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Sany- Jel apang
REMOVAL OF JELAPANG TOLL PLAZA PUT ON HOLD

SUNGAI SI PUT, April 27 (Bernana) -- The RM240 nillion project to renove
the Jel apang and |poh Selatan toll plazas on the North-South Expressway
(NSE) has been postponed indefinitely, Wrks Mnister Datuk Seri S. Sany
Vel lu sai d today.

He said the ministry had to think tw ce about the plan, ained at
reduci ng accidents near the Jelapang toll plaza, because of the high costs
i nvol ved and objections from many quarters.

"So many people are against it and on the other hand, we don't have
that much noney at the nonent. So, we put the nmatter sine die," he told
reporters after attending the Sungai Siput Umo Division del egates neeting

In late October |ast year, the Perak state governnent and the nministry
agreed to the controversial plan under a "win-win situation" that will see
the existing 15km free-ride along NSE in |poh being maintained.

The project was announced by Sany Vellu follow ng nunerous accidents at
the Jel apang plaza but was initially objected to by the state governnent,
which had feared it would result in the abolishment of the free ride

Under the proposal, a two-lane road parallel to the highway woul d be
built to maintain the 15km free ride while south- or north-bound notorists
can have a free journey without having to stop to pay toll as they are
required to now.

It would al so see the construction of 15 bridges crossing Sungai Pinji,
Sungai Kinta, Sungai Pari, railway tracks, Kuala Kangsar road, Tasek and
Anpang Baru as well as a quarter clover-|eaf interchange near Jal an Kual a
Kangsar .

The state governnent had nade a counter proposal that the south-bound
Jel apang toll plaza be noved to between Kual a Kangsar and Sungai Perak
whil e the north-bound |poh Selatan be nmaintained at the present |ocation,
but it was shot down by Sany Vellu at that tine.

Asked if the mnistry would now consider the proposal nmade by Perak,
whi ch was cheaper and could be done faster, he said there was no such plan
at the nonent.

Sany Vel lu, however, said the mnistry's plan could be executed if the
hi ghway was w dened in the future.

He, however, declined to coment when asked about the safety of
nmotorists plying the route now and what kind of inmediate neasures woul d be
taken to ensure there are no accidents at the plaza

On an article in the April 5 issue of The Econom st which was highly
critical of Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr WMahathir Mbhanmad, Sany Vellu said
it was a wild accusation.

"They didn't get the true picture of what is happening in the country.
They just close their eyes and accuse others....the nmagazi ne nust apol ogise
for this," he said.

He said Mal aysia under the stewardship of Dr Mahathir had nmde
trenmendous progress and was peaceful
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