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RESPECT PM S DECI SI ON, FOCUS ON POLLS - SYED HAM D

PORT DI CKSON, April 13 (Bernama) -- Umo | eaders and nenbers shoul d
respect the decision and stand of Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad to retire
and step down as Prine Mnister and Umo president in Cctober, Foreign
M ni ster Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar said today.

"I think Dr Mahathir has made a decision and has repeatedly stated his
stand. So, we should not trouble him we should respect his decision.

"He has said it many tines that he will not change his mnd. He had
announce his decision publicly, he has nade a conpronise, although he
wanted to resign then (at the Umo General Assenbly |ast year), but on the
per suasi on of Ummo | eaders and nenbers, he agreed to wait until October,"
he said.

He said this when asked to coment on a notion passed by the Tawau Ummo
division in Sabah yesterday proposing that all Umo divisions in the
country shoul d unani nously request and appeal to Dr Mihathir to retract his
intention to quit as Prinme Mnister and Umo president.

Syed Hamid was nmet after opening the Teluk Kenang Umo Youth, Wanita
and Puteri Umo del egates neeting. Present was Menteri Besar Tan Sri
Mohared | sa Abdul Samad, who is al so the division chief.

Tawau Umo chi ef Datuk Abdul GChapur Salleh, in his speech at the
di vision nmeeting, was reported to have said that the division felt the
country still needed Dr Mahathir's |eadership and gui dance and appealed to
himto continue holding the governnent and party posts.

Syed Hamid said the issue should not be raised again and instead Umo
| eaders and nenbers should devote full attention and energy to face the
next general el ection.

"Don't create problens to Umo nenbers,"” he said.

Earlier, in his speech, Syed Hamid, an Umo suprene council nenber,
advi sed party nenbers to continue to work hard wi thout expecting rewards.
He said they nust realise that they were working for the party's

interests and pursuing the struggles of the race.

"The struggle to uplift the integrity of our race must be continued so
that our race will continue to be respected in future,” he added.
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