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BN COVPONENT PARTY LEADERS MJUST RESPECT M C LEADERSHI P - SUBRA

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 28 (Bernama) -- M C Deputy President Datuk S.
Subramani am t oday asked Bari san Nasi onal (BN) conponent party |eaders to
respect and not to question the capabilities of MC | eaders.

Referring to the statenment by the People's Progressive Party (PPP)
Presi dent Datuk M Kayveas that there was no |leader in the MC at present
who could replace M C President Datuk Seri S. Samy Vellu' s | eadership,
Subramaniam said it was an insulting statement and belittled the abilities
of M C nenbers.

Subramani am who is al so Deputy Mnister of Donestic Trade and Consurmer
Affairs, said 600,000 MC nenbers and | eaders at various |evels of the
party were a matured | ot and experienced to choose their |eader at the
right time and situation.

"If the PPP President wants to praise the MC President, it's
appropriate and good.

"But if he wants to say there is no leader (in the MC to replace Sany
Vel lu), that is a m schievous thinking to tarnish the party's inmage and to
belittle 600,000 party nenbers,” he told a nmedia conference at his office.

Kayveas said on Sunday that Sany Vellu was the only calibre | eader to
| ead the Indian conmunity at the nonent.

Last week, Indian Progressive Front (I1PF) President Datuk MG
Pandi t han asked Sany Vellu to step down follow ng the statement by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad that veteran | eaders of BN
conponent parties should nake way for younger |eaders to take over.

Subramani am commenting on the statements by Kayveas and Pandit han,
said all quarters, especially MC nenbers, should stop specul ating on the
| eadershi p change in the MC.

"Dr Mahathir gave his advice in general. Wat is inmpportant is that
everyone nust give their support to the country's |eadership,” he said.

He said the country was at a crucial period with Dr Mhat hir handing
over the premiership to his deputy Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi on
Fri day.

"The inportant advice is what the Prinme Mnister gave in general.

O hers nerely gave their views and that is not inportant.

"What's inportant is that the Prime M nister, who has vast experience
and has brought inpressive progress and devel opnment as the | eader who has
led BN for 22 years. Hs advice, that is inportant,” he said.

Subramani am sai d every nmenber of BN conponent parties nust give solid
support to Abdullah and also in preparation for the com ng general election
whi ch could be held at anytine.

Mal aysia will hold the 11th general election next year as the
governnment's mandate ends on Nov 20, 2004.

Asked to comment on his silence follow ng Pandithan's statenment asking
Sany Vellu to step down, he said: There's nothing for ne to say. The advice
was given by the Prime Mnister.

"Those who want to reply or give their opinions, it's up to them I've
nothing to say," he said.

On the statenent by Pandithan that IPF could join the BNif MC was |ed
by Subramani am he said taking over the party's |eadership was specul ati on.

"W will cross the bridge when we conme to it," he said.

Subramani am said the entry of IPF, a splinter party of MC, into BN was
deci ded by the conponent parties and not MC



Pandi t han had all eged that the main stunbling block for his party to be
admtted into the BN was Sany Vel l u.

Subramani am al so urged M C nenbers at all levels of the party to stop
specul ating on the party's | eadership.
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