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KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 12 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said
today that the governnent will inplenent the National Service Programe
i nvol ving some 100, 000 youths to inbue themw th strong self-resilience.

The Prinme Mnister said that towards this end, RVM300 nillion had been
allocated in the Budget 2004 tabled at the Dewan Rakyat here

"This programme will include basic mlitary training, civics education,
character building and social services ained at nurturing the spirit of
cooperation, national unity and integration as well as healthy |ifestyle,"
he said.

M ndful of the role of youths in national devel opment, a sum of RM657.9
has been provided to the Youth and Sports Mnistry.

I n anot her devel opment, Dr Mahathir, who is Finance Mnister, said that
the governnent would provide schol arships for athletes who had brought fane
and glory to the nation who wished to further their studies locally or
abroad to becone coaches or managers in the sports of their choice

He said this was a way for the governnent to say thank you to them for
their achi evemrents which enabled Ml aysians to walk tall.

The Prime M nister said the governnent valued the contribution of state
governnents, corporate sector and non-governnental organisations in
rewardi ng the sports chanpions.

"l hope our athletes will not be distracted by these rewards but
continue to inprove their performance,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said the governnent was really proud with the string of
successes chal ked up by Ml aysi ans such as Datuk Abdul Mlik Mydin who
becanme the first person from Mal aysi a and Sout h- East Asia to swi m across
the English Channel recently.

Equal |y inspiring achieverents were nmade at the Al England and Wrl d
Badmi nt on Chanpi onshi p, he said.

On another natter, Dr Mhathir said that the government woul d undert ake
a progranme whereby the provision of recreational spaces would be nade
conpul sory at new housi ng projects.

"All local authorities nust provide facilities such as parks and fields
for recreational purposes,” he said, adding that an initial RVbO mllion
al l ocation would be provided to carry out this initiative
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