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RTM LOCOKS AT | NDONESI A FOR EXPERI ENCE I N QUALI TY PROGRAMVES

JAKARTA, July 1 (Bernama) -- Radio Tel evisyen Malaysia (RTM, which is
to be corporatised, will learn from Indonesia's experience in producing
quality programmes, said Information Mnister Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob

He acknowl edged that commercial television stations in Indonesia
produced diversified and high quality progranmes to satisfy viewers at all
| evel s.

"W will send officers to carry out follow up studies and | ook at the
changes to be nade by RTM when it is privatised," he told reporters here at
the end of a week-long visit to Indonesia.

He said although it would remain as a governnent channel, RTM shoul d
produce quality programmes to ensure that it could attract nore
advertisenents for revenue after its privatisation.

Most of the programmes at the Malaysian TV stations had not reached the
| evel that could satisfy viewers of all age groups, he said

Khal il hoped that there would be nore exchange of information and news
bet ween t he governnent agencies of the two countries so that the people
coul d understand the devel opments taking place in their neighbouring
country.

"From the neetings with | eaders here, for exanple, they are very keen
to know about the transition of |leadership in Mlaysia, what will happen
after (the era of Datuk Seri) Dr Mbhathir Mbhamad' s | eadership,” he said.

He said that fromthe news and information they had received, the
| ndonesi ans were very inpressed with Mal aysi a's devel opnent and Dr
Mahat hi r.

Khal il al so hoped that the Ml aysian National News Agency, Bernana,
woul d continue to expand cooperation with its I|ndonesian counterpart,
Antara, to face the possibility of its privatisation

Such cooperation was crucial to avoid these agencies from being
swal  owed by gl obalisation particularly with the existence of the internet
whi ch had no national boundary, he said.

During the visit, Khalil held nmeetings with Vice President Hanzah Haz
and Speaker of the People's Representative Council (DPR) Akbar Tandjung
besi des havi ng discussion with Comuni cations and Information M nister,
Syanmsul M arif.

He also visited several TV stations here including governnent station
TVRI, which was privatised in April

Khalil also said Malaysia was prepared to assist Indonesia in the field
of information technology and nultinedia as the country was |aggi ng behind
al though it had a | arge nunber of tal ented people.
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