06 AUG 2003
Syed Hami d-Russia (O Q
RUSSI A KEEN TO JO N O C, SAYS SYED HAM D

PUTRAJAYA, Aug 6 (Bernamm) -- Russia has expressed keen interest to
join the Oganisation of Islamc Conference (OC), either as a nenber or an
observer, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hanmid Al bar said today.

However, the decision to accept Russia rests squarely on the consensus
of the 56-nmenber organi sation, he said.

He said Russia's interest was brought up by its President Madinr
Putin during his two-day official visit to Ml aysia beginning Tuesday since
Kual a Lunpur would be hosting the 10th O C Summt in October and woul d
assune the chairmanship.

"When | received him (Putin) at the airport, he nentioned Russia's
interest to be a nmenber of the O C, at |east as an observer, since Russia
has a bigger Mislim popul ation (exceeding 20 mllion) than Mal aysia.

"And Islamis one of the country's state religions,” he told reporters
at the Foreign Mnistry.

Syed Ham d said Putin also nmentioned that Russian Mislinms were not
i mm grants but indi genous people of the country.

"I asked himto discuss the matter with the Prine Mnister (Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mhanad) and he (Putin) brought it up during his discussions
with Dr Mahathir and also with Abdullah (Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahrmad Badawi )," he said.

"As the decision on the observer status and menbership is based on the
consensus that has to be obtained (from O C nmenbers), what we (Ml aysia)
will dois, we will consult other O C menbers on this request by Russia,"”
he sai d.

On Malaysia's stand on Russia's request, Syed Hami d said: "Ml aysia has
no problem on the basis of creating better understanding of I|slam and an
Islamic country.

"Moreover, there are other countries within OC that are not totally an
Islami c country, but they have becone nenmbers. | think on that score, naybe
constructively useful for Russia to be considered.

"But, this is not for us alone to decide. It will depend on the views
of other countries (O C nenbers),"” he said.

Syed Hamid said Dr Mahathir and Abdullah raised the matter at today's
weekl y Cabi net neeti ng.

He said Russian Foreign Mnister Igor Ivanov wote to himon the sane
matter |ast nonth.

Syed Hamid said other countries have also indicated their desire to be
observers and nmenbers of OC and "I think we (OC) need to look into that."

China and India have expressed their intentions to be part of the AC

Earlier, Syed Ham d received donations totalling RMLOO, 000 from six
organi sations and the private sector for the construction of a nosque in
Canbodi a by the Ml aysi an Yout h Foundati on.

Among the donors, Penang-based Restoran Nasi Kandar Subai dah (M Sdn
Bhd and Tal am Corporation, contributed RM30, 000 each.

The nosque will cater for the needs of 240 Muslim fanmilies in Phum Ta
Phrom Prev Noub, Sihanoukville, about 150km from Canbodi an capital Phnom
Penh.
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