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SABAH BN TO DECI DE ON CM ROTATI ON BEFORE STATE POLLS - MJSA

KOTA KI NABALU, Nov 18 (Bernamm) -- Chief Mnister Datuk Seri Misa Aman
said today he will call for a State Barisan Nasional (BN) neeting at a
right tine to discuss whether the rotation system for the chief ninister's
post should be continued or stopped.

Musa, who is also Sabah BN Chief, said the issue was anpbng vari ous
matters to be deliberated on at the neeting which could be held at anytinme
if the need arose.

Asked whether he would call for the nmeeting next nonth, he said, at the
nonent such a neeting was not necessary but "I will call for a BN neeting
to discuss the issue before the state election."

"Usually, if there are inportant matters that need to be di scussed
among us, we can hold a BN neeting at anytine," he told reporters after
giving away Hari Raya Aidilfitri cakes to the security forces at Menara Tun
Must apha, near here.

He said this when asked to comrent on the statenent by Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Abdull ah Ahnmad Badawi here yesterday that the BN | eadership had
not deci ded on whether to continue or discontinue the two-year rotation
system for the chief ministershinp.

Abdul | ah, who is also BN Chairnman, said he would not interfere in the
matter but would leave it to the Sabah BN | eaders to conme to a consensus.

"Since the Prine Mnister has said so... we'll follow what he has
said,” Misa said.

The rotation system for the chief nminister's post, introduced by fornmer
Prime Mnister Tun Dr Mahathir Mhamad, has been in practice since the BN
formed the state governnment in March 1994,

The systemis ained at giving an opportunity for the |eaders of the
three nmajor conmunities in Sabah -- Mislim Bum puteras, non-Mislim
Buni puteras and Chinese -- to hold the post for two years.

The system however, saw a slight adjustment in March 2000 to pave the
way for Unmo.

Under the anmended system an Umo |eader will take over as chief
mnister after the two-year termof an ethnic group ended.

So far, the system has seen the appointnment of seven chief mnisters --
Tun Sakaran Dandai, Datuk Seri Salleh Said Keruak, Datuk Yong Teck Lee, Tan
Sri Bernard Donpok, Datuk Osu Sukam Datuk Chong Kah Kiat and Muisa.

Asked whet her Abdul |l ah gave any hints on when the state el ection would
be held during his neeting with Sabah Umo | eaders yesterday, Misa said:
"Not yet but the Prime Mnister asked every nmenber and | eader of Ummo and
BN to be prepared for the election.”

"What ever his advice is, we'll accept and we'll ensure unity anmong BN
conponents prevails at all tines to achieve a resounding victory in the
com ng election,"” he said.

Earlier, in his speech, Misa reninded the people of Sabah to al ways
val ue the contributions and sacrifices of the security forces for the
wel | -being of the country and peopl e.
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