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KOTA KI NABALU, Nov 19 (Bernamm) -- The Sabah Umo Information Head
Dat uk Abdul Rahim Isnmail today said the rotation system for the post of
Chief Mnister should be abolished as it posed a nmajor obstacle to efforts
at reviving the Sabah econony.

"The issue on the econony in Sabah can be overconed if the political
situation in the state is conducive. The rotation systemis a ngjor
obstacle and a burden to the people," he said.

Abdul Rahim who is also Sabah Mnister of Agriculture and Food
I ndustry, said this when comrenting on Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah
Ahrmad Badawi 's statenent that he left it to the Sabah Bari san Nasional (BN)
conponent parties to resolve the rotation issue.

Abdul Rahim said the rotation fornula theoretically was good but in
practice and based on experience, it was a nmmjor disaster for Sabah
politics.

He said the rotation system should be reviewed as soon as possible
because the econom ¢ weakness or the slow pace of devel opnent in Sabah was
due to the rotation system for the Chief Mnister's post.

Meanwhi l e, Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS) reiterated its stand in rejecting
the rotation fornula as it felt that the systemwas a burden to the people
and affected the state's adm nistrative machi nery.

PBS deputy president Datuk Dr Maxirmus Ongkili said the rotation system
was not included in the State Constitution.

The rotation systemfor the post of Chief Mnister was nooted by former
Prime Mnister Tun Dr Mahathir Mhamad and inplenented since the BN forned
the state governnent in March 1994,

It ained to give an opportunity to the |eaders of the three nmajor
ethnic groups in Sabah - Mislim Bumi puteras, non-Mislim Bum puteras and the
Chi nese -- to becone Chief Mnister based on a two-year rotation formula.

However, there was a slight change in the systemin March 2001,
enabling a leader from Umo to assune the post of Chief Mnister after the
expiry of the termfor a particular ethnic group.

So far, the system had seen the appointnment of seven Chief Mnisters
nanely Tun Sakaran Dandai, Datuk Salleh Said Keruak, Datuk Yong Teck Lee,
Tan Sri Bernard Donpok, Datuk Osu Sukam Datuk Chong Kah Kiat and Datuk
Seri Musa Aman, the current Chief Mnister.
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