03 NOv 2003
Par | i ament - Debat e (Appreci ation)
SABAH AND SARAWAK LEADERS RECORD APPRECI ATION TO TUN MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 3 (Bernamm) -- Several Sabah and Sarawak | eaders
today recorded their appreciation to former Prime Mnister Tun Dr Mahathir
Moharmad for his deeds and at the same tine pledged to give their undivided
support to the new Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahrmad Badaw .

Mnister in the Prine Mnister's Departnent Tan Sri Bernard Donpok said
Sabah bum put eras and non-buni puteras had benefited trenendously from Dr
Mahathir's constructive ideas on the nanagenent of the country's econony.

Donpok, who is also president of the United Pasok Mnogun Kadazandusun
Murut Organi sation (UPKO) said the people were |ooking forward to a bright
future and awaiting the success of the Vision 2020 nooted by Dr Mhathir.

"The date Cct 31, 2003 (the appointrment of the new Prinme Mnister) nust
be nenorised by historians in future, This date is another significant
mlestone as it shows that denocracy is still being practised in this
country,"™ he said when debating the motion of thanks to Dr Mhathir tabled
by Abdul |l ah at the Dewan Rakyat today.

Donpok (BN-Kinabalu) said Dr Mahathir, who had been branded as a
dictator and oppressor of denocracy all this while, had handed over power
to his successor in the “old denocratic' manner by resigning.

Sarawak Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Taib Mahnud said Sarawak had
transformed from a backward state to becone one of the devel oped states in
the country under Dr Mahathir's | eadership.

Abdul Taib (BN Kota Samarahan), who is also president of Parti Pesaka
Bum putera Bersatu Sarawak (PBB), said the forner Prime Mnister had given
consistent attention to Sarawak and had frequently contributed new ideas in
ternms of econom c devel opnent to the extent that Sarawak now had
di versified economic activities.

He said Sarawak supported Abdullah as a Prine Mnister with w de
experience to continue the |eadership of the country and play a nore
excellent role.

Sci ence, Technol ogy and Environnent Mnister Datuk Seri Law H eng Ding
prai sed Dr Mahat hir because under his |eadership Ml aysia had achi eved
excel | ence.

"Dr Mahathir's success and spirit would be the pride of the future
generation," said the deputy president of Sarawak United People's Party
( SUPP) .

Law (BN-Sari kei) said SUPP pledged to give undivided support to
Abdul | ah.

SUPP woul d give its loyalty and conmitnment and woul d work hard to
assist the new Prime Mnister, he said.

He said the country was fortunate as it had a successor who was equally
credi ble and had w de experience to lead the country.

The house | ater passed the notion of thanks.
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