31 MAY 2003
Econony- Funds
SABAH WANTS STI MULUS PACKAGE TO REACH TARGET GROUPS

PENAMPANG, May 31 (Bernanm) -- Sabah is preparing an action plan to
ensure the recently unveiled econom ¢ stinmulus package reaches groups who
need assistance, its Chief Mnister Datuk Musa Aman said today.

Last week, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmed annnouned the
RVM7.3 billion package to cushion Malaysia in the volatile econony and help
the various sectors affected by the Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrone.

The conprehensi ve package was to help industry operators, businessnen
and rural -urban comunities, he said at the closing cerenony of the state
| evel Keaamatan or harvest festival here today.

However, Misa said the people nmust pool their resources efficiently and
be proactive to benefit fromthe package.

"The package is to stimulate the econony, so people nust not msuse the
assi stance," he said.

In conjunction with the harvest festival, Misa urged padi farmers to
adopt noderning farm ng techniques to increase their productivity.

"The agriculture sector should enhance its capacity to produce a stable
out put. Besides, attention nust also be given to increase val ue-added
products by increasing quality of |ocal goods," Msa said.

He said by inproving the sector's efficiency, Sabah could reduce its
dependency on food inports and solve the idle |land problens.

The harvest festival could also help to develop the tourism sector,
especially cultural tourism and boost Sabah's econony, he said.

"In five years tine, Sabah tour operators nust target to attract 2.7
mllion tourists each year," said Misa.

This will boost the small and nedium industries -- increase enploynent
opportunities and people's incone, and contribute to the state's econonic
growt h, added Muisa

- - BERNAMA

MK VP



	SABAH WANTS STIMULUS PACKAGE TO REACH TARGET GROUPS (Bernama 31/05/2003)

