08 AUG 2003
Mahat hi r- El ecti on
ABDULLAH W LL DECI DE WHEN TO HOLD SABAH ELECTI QN, SAYS PM

KOTA KI NABALU, Aug 8 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said today that his successor, Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi ,
wi Il decide when is the best time to call for the Sabah state el ection.

Asked whether the coming state election would be held any tine soon, Dr
Mahat hir said: "Yes, | think so but I do not know how soon...l think I wll
| eave it to ny successor (to decide)."

Reporters covering the Prinme Mnister's nmedia conference at the end of
his one-day visit to Sabah al so asked hi m whet her Sabah should hold its
el ecti on ahead of the national polls and what was his preference on the
matter.

To those questions, he said that the issues were also for Abdullah to
deci de.

"It is not the question of ny liking. Wat | |ike doesn't matter,'
Dr Mahathir who will retire in Cctober this year.

The current termof the Sabah state |egislative assenbly expires on
April 12 next year while the termof parlianment will end on Dec 20 2004.

Asked on suggestion that the state Barisan Nasional (BN) presents the
victory in the state election as a present to Dr Mahathir, the Prine

sai d

M nister said: "Alhandullillah...if they were to give ne such a present. If
after I've retired, 1'll still be grateful".
- - BERNAMA
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