09 NOv 2003
Sany- Pandi t han
SAMY VELLU WARNS PANDI THAN NOT TO PLAY W TH FI RE

SHAH ALAM Nov 9 (Bernana) -- MC President Datuk Seri S. Samy Vellu
today blew his top at the end of the party's Election Machi nery Convention
here, warning Indian Progressive Front (IPF) President Datuk M G Pandithan
not to play with fire.

"All this while, 1've been silent and patient with himand his
comments. | wish to remind Pandithan to stop playing with fire or else
you'll get burnt," he said in front of nore than 8,500 MC | eaders at all

| evel s who attended the one-day convention, here.

The Wbrks Mnister issued the warning in reacting to calls by del egates
who called for stern action to be taken against Pandithan and a Tamil
newspaper managi ng editor who had condemmed Sany Vellu, asking himto step
down as MC President and nmake way for a younger | eader.

Del egates had alleged that the daily was aiding Pandithan in calling
for Sanmy Vellu's resignation.

They al so alleged that the newspaper's editorials were slanted and
qguestioned Samy Vellu's sincerity in assisting the Indian comunity as MC
Presi dent and Wrks M nister.

Sany Vel lu and Pandithan have been engaged in a |long-running battle
ever since the latter formed | PF after being sacked fromthe MC in 1988.

Last rmonth, Pandithan called on Sany Vellu to step down follow ng the
call by former Prine Mnister Tun Dr Mahathir Mhamad to veteran Barisan
Nasi onal (BN) conponent party |eaders to bow out when the time was right.

Pursuant to Dr Mahathir's statenment, Pandithan and the Tam| daily had
been hitting out at Sany Vellu but the MC President had said that party
nmenbers woul d have to deci de when he should relinquish his post.

Party Vice-Presidents -- Datuk S. Veerasi ngham Datuk G Pal ani vel and
Tan Sri K. S. Nijhar -- have conme out in support of Sanmy Vellu to stay put
in the party.

M C Deputy President Datuk S. Subramani am however, had yet to openly
pl edge his support for Samy Vellu to continue.

"I'"'m not angry or upset over Subramaniamis statenent over the past

week. |'ve received about 3,000 short nessaging service (SM5) asking ne to
carry on. | know |I've the support. | need not worry about it," Samy Vellu
sai d.

Sany Vel lu said 56 M C branches wanted to nove a notion, calling on him
to continue |eading the party but "I set it aside.”

He said he disallowed tabling of the motion as it would side-track the
convention which was to prepare MC |eaders for the upconi ng general
el ecti on.

Earlier, the 4,300 branch chairnmen passed two resolutions. One
supporting the new | eadership of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnmad
Badawi and the other thanking Dr Mahathir for his inmense contributions to
the country and people during his 22-year tenure as Prinme Mnister.

In a fiery w nding-up speech, Sany Vellu said Pandithan had lied to
pal ace officials to get an award for a Tam | newspaper managi ng editor.

I can prove that Pandithan lied to the palace...the managi ng editor can
sue ne but | have the proof. Pandithan should tell the truth now and not
try to split MC

"What right has he got to ask nme to resign. I'm an elected president of
the MC. | would have cone out earlier to say this but | wanted to use this
pl atform



"I wanted all MC leaders at all levels to be here before responding to
Pandi t han's statenent,” he added.
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