21 JUN 2003
Umo- Reacti on ( Round- up)
A TOUCHI NG GESTURE BY DR MAHATH R, SAYS NAJI B

KUALA LUMPUR, June 21 (Bernamm) -- Umo Vice-President Datuk Seri Najib
Tun Razak has described Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s wi ndi ng up speech,
his last as Umo President before stepping down in Cctober, as very
touching especially his willingness to continue to serve the party.

"It is very touching indeed to Umo nenbers where at the end of the
speech the President expressed his intention to continue to help the party
i n what ever ways possible,” he told reporters after the party ended its
54t h general assenbly at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre (PWC) here today.

Najib said it was a clear reflection of Dr Mahathir's unwavering
loyalty and | ove for Umo whether he was in power or not.

"I viewthis as a fine exanple and if every Umo nenber was as strongly
committed and as |loyal as the President, the party will continue to remain
as the dom nant party in the governnent," he said.

On Dr Mahathir's confidence that there would be no power struggle for
t he nunber two post, Najib said several party traditions in this respect
shoul d be observed.

For exanple, he said a person who was appointed as Deputy Prine
M ni ster would normally be entrusted with the task of carrying the duties
as Umo Deputy President.

"This we nust retain because if we continue to fight anong oursel ves
(for the nunmber two post) and we do not follow the tradition, there will be
not hing for the Umo nenbers to hold on and Umo possibly will be
overwhel med by the disease,” he said.

Naj i b hoped Umo nmenbers would heed Dr Mahathir's parting advice.

Anot her Umo vice-president, Tan Sri Mihyiddin Yassin said Dr Mahathir
| ooked happy because he knew he woul d | eave behind a strong party.

"I think he was all fired up as he gave his parting advice," he said.

He said the assurance to strengthen party unity by the del egates nust
have surely made Dr Mahat hir happy.

Among ot hers, he said the del egates assured Dr Mahathir that they woul d
protect the party and pl edged support to his successor, Datuk Seri Abdullah
Ahmad Badawi when he stepped down as Prime Mnister and Umo President.

"I think the Prime Mnister can see that we are really sincere in
wanting to be united,” he said.

Muhyi ddin said unity in Umo would be the nmenbers' contribution to Dr
Mahat hir .

Johor Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani O hman said he would return to
Johor with the satisfaction knowi ng that Dr Mahat hir had confidence in
Johor Umo to nake a clean sweep in the next general election.

"If the nood at the general assenbly could be used as indicator, we
would go to the polls in full confidence," he said.

He said Johor had nobilised its el ection nachinery in preparation for
t he general election.

Umo Yout h Chief Datuk Hi shanuddi n Hussein rem nded the nenbers and the
younger generation of the unfinished task to bring greater progress to the
race and country.

He said he had pledged to Dr Mahathir to do his best to discharge the
responsibilities entrusted to him

"Dr Mahathir had said the younger generation should continue the
struggle started by those before them since i ndependence,” he said.

Kel antan Umo Chi ef Datuk Mustapa Mohaned was confident that party



menbers woul d keep their prom ses to | ook after the party.

He said Dr Mahathir had succeeded in rejuvenating the party since the
1999 general election which saw the Barisan Nasional (BN) |osing nany seats
to the opposition.

"So it provides encouragenent to us in Kelantan. Insyaallah, if we
follow Dr Mahathir's advice, we will win all seats in Malaysia," he said.

He described Dr Mahathir as an incredible | eader.

He said Umo nenbers shoul d be grateful because of the snooth
transition of power fromDr Mahathir to his deputy Datuk Seri Abdullah
Ahmad Badaw .
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