09 OCT 2003
(Pi x)
S PORE MUST STOP RECLANMATI ON WORK, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, COct 8 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said
Si ngapore nust stop any land reclamation work in the Straits of Johor as it
wi Il further damage the environnent.

Conmenting on the decision of the International Tribunal for the Law of
the Sea (ITLOS) on the dispute, Dr Mahathir said: "(Wat is) nost inportant

is whether they will agree that Singapore should stop work now pending the
panel 's final decision.

"If they continue with their work it will be too late. By the tine we
have a final decision, the reclamation will have done pernanent danage.

"What we want is for themto stop the work now, that's all and we will
go for final arbitration," he told reporters after returning fromthe
two-day ninth Asean Sunmit in Bali, Indonesia at the Royal Malaysian Ar
Force base in Subang tonight.

Mal aysi a has been granted provisional measures in the case concerning
Si ngapore's land reclamation projects in the Straits of Johor.

The Hambur g- based Court wunani nobusly ordered Singapore "not to conduct
its land reclamation in ways that mght cause irreparable prejudice to the
rights of Malaysia or serious harmto the marine environnent, taking
especially into account the reports of the group of independent experts."

Mal aysia had filed for a stop-work-order of the island republic |and
reclamation work to the I TLOS on July 4.
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