01 JUN 2003
Gawai - Cel ebr ati on
SCHOOL AND PUBLI C HOLI DAYS BRI NG ADDED GAWAI CHEER

KUCHI NG June 1 (Bernana) -- The school holidays, coupled with a
three-day public holiday in Sarawak begi nning today for the Gawai Dayak
cel ebration has brought added cheer to the state.

Tuesday will also be a state holiday as a replacenment for the first day
of the Gawai today.

The celebration this year is also expected to be extra special with the
national -1 evel Gawai open house at Dataran Sibu, Sibu starting 7.30pm June
14.

Ti mbal an Yang di - Pertuan Agong Sultan M zan Zainal Abidin is expected
to grace the open house acconpanied by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad.

The Gawai Dayak celebration, like the Pesta Kaamatan in Sabah, is an
occasi on where people from the various Sarawak Bumi putera communities give
t hanks for a bountiful harvest and hope for a better one next year.

This year's event is also nore joyous especially for federal governent
civil servant who are expected to receive their half-nonth bonus paynent
t oday.

This windfall has resulted in many opting to spend their holidays in
their provinces, at local holiday resorts or even in the peninsula or
Sabah, as evident in Kuching city which seens pretty quiet today.

Meanwhi l e, some 5,000 city fol ks thronged the Gawai open house hel d at
t he Dewan Suarah here today.

Anmong the VIPs present were Yang di-Pertua Negeri Tun Abang Mihamrad
Sal ahuddi n Abang Barieng, Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Taib Mahnmud and
state cabinet mnisters.

The Gawai Dayak, celebrated on June 1 and 2 every year by the Iban,

Bi dayuh and Orang U u comunities, began |ast night with dinners attended
by people from various races.
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