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SCHOLARS SLAM WESTERN MEDDLI NG | N MUSLI M AFFAI RS

By: Shakir Husain

ABU DHABI, May 16 (Bernanm) -- Scholars taking part in a one-day
synposi um that focused on Ml aysian Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad' s policies roundly criticised the West for neddling in affairs of
Muslim countries.

The speakers at the seminar in Abu Dhabi warned against the hostile
canpai gn ained at inposing Western culture on the Islamc world and
attenpts to undernmine Islamc unity.

The seninar organi sed by the Abu Dhabi - based Zayed Centre for
Coordi nati on and Fol |l ow Up on Wednesday di scussed the contribution of
Mal aysi a i n devel opi ng | slam ¢ economni es.

It recalled Mlaysia' s successful tackling of the 1997 economic crisis
and highlighted the measures that were adopted to regain econonic health.

The speakers approvingly reviewed Dr Mihathir's political career and
his achi evenents in the |ast two decades.

They said Mal aysia had benefited fromDr Mahathir's political vision.
Zayed Centre Executive Director Mhamed Khalifa Al Murrar said Milaysia's
transition from an Asian backwater to an econom c success story nmde sone
superpowers to underm ne the country, which appeared as a najor threat to
t hose powers.

He said despite the setbacks during the econonic crisis, Mlaysia
succeeded in pushing ahead with its devel opment plans

Murrar said the emergence of Mal aysia as an econom c power could not
have been possible without Dr Mahathir's vision

Keynote speakers included International Islamc University of Mlaysia
president Tan Sri Sanusi Junid and Universiti Sains Mlaysia' s Professor
Syed Ahnmed Hussei n.

The Mal aysi an Anbassador to the UAE, Datuk Syed Hussein Al Habshee
sai d: "Everybody knows the continuation of the hostile canpaigns which are
waged by certain circles against the Arab and Islamic world."

"But no one, including the Wstern nmedia, can deny the progress
achi eved by Ml aysia under the |eadership of Dr Mihathir," he said

Syed Ahned described Dr Mahathir's vision as a distinctive and coherent
i deol ogy, which had been built on the rules of nationalism capitalism
I sl am and popul arity.

He called on nmajor Islamc countries to adopt a joint action and
establish an Islanic Dinar.

The Muslim world should "invite Dr Mahathir to |ead an independent
group of em nent Mislim scholars, thinkers, scientists and captains of
industry to cone together in a 'Muslim Wrld Vision Goup' to reflect on a
blueprint to provide a direction for future cooperation anong Mislim
nati ons and peoples,” Ahned said.

Sanusi | anbasted the United States, saying the Anmerican goal in Iraq
was to build a world enpire through the use of Iraqi revenue. He accused
the West of hypocrisy on the question of denocracy.

The West does not want denocracy in the Islanmic world "because adopting
denocracy, say in Iraq, will lead to the establishment of an Islamic State
emanating fromthe will of the people which is not, in favour of the
Anerican interests.”

Sanusi called on the Muslim countries to benefit from Mal aysia's
experience in denocracy, which stenms fromself-reliance and evol ution

He said the Ml aysi an nodel stood for peaceful coexistence of different



races and religions.

He said denocracy in the West suffered nmany defects such as the
i nfl uence of big business on the political process.
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