11 MAY 2003
Chancel lor-Visit
SCHROEDER HAPPY TO BE | N MALAYSI A

SEPANG, May 11 (Bernanm) -- CGernan Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder is
happy to be making his official visit to Malaysia before Prinme Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamed steps down as Prine Mnister.

"Just now he nentioned to ne that he is very glad that he got this
opportunity to come to Ml aysia because he knows this is Dr Mahathir's
final year (as prime mnister),” Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d
Al bar told reporters.

He earlier received the German Chancellor at the KL International
Airport and then acconpanied the Chancellor to his hotel in the city. The
German Chancellor will be accorded an official welconme at the Federal
Adm ni strative Capital of Putrajaya tonorrow.

Syed Hamid said Schroeder was happy with Dr Mahathir's recent visit to
Germany and was confident that this return visit would further enhance
rel ati ons between Ml aysi a and Ger many.

He said Schroeder was happy with all the programmes that had been
organised as it would give himand his delegation opportunities to have
di scussions with Ml aysian mnisters, as well as, see Gernman funded
projects in this country.

The Gernman Chancellor is in Malaysia, on the first leg of his
four-nati on Southeast Asian tour.

Schroeder, who is leading a 17-nmenber del egation, is the first German
Chancellor to visit Malaysia.
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