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MAHATHI R- M5C
SECOND PHASE OF MSC TO | NCREASE | NCOVE OF M SI ANS

CYBERJAYA, Sept 5 (Bername) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharmed said the second phase of the devel opment of the Miltinmedia Super
Corridor (MsSC) is expected to increase the income of Ml aysians
particularly those who participate nore conpetitively wi th know edge- based
skills.

"By training our people and creating opportunities for themto work in
hi gher paid jobs, the MSC would then contribute towards the progress of the
country and help nmake it a devel oped country,” Dr Mhathir told a press
conference at the MSC 7th Interntional Advisory Panel (lIAP) neeting here
t oday.

"That's the way we go, we cannot increase our pay sinply by going on
stri ke and denandi ng hi gher wages, but that's not going to |last very |ong
we will | ose our conpetitive edge,"” he added

In the second phase (2003-2010), the MSC will be linked to other gl oba
cybercities to create a web of corridors, set global standard in flagship
applications and harnoni se global franmework of cyberlaws.

Citing work opportunities and availability, he said, "W can do with a
ot nore jobs because we have the manpower. |nmigrant workers wll be doing
nost of the low paid jobs but for the better paid jobs we want to see
Mal aysi ans. "

However, he said, Ml aysians have to accept that they nust be trained
and disciplined and be very conpetent and they have the capacity to do all
those things as you know Mal aysi a Bol eh

Asked whether the second phase of MSC would introduce new areas besides
the existing ones, Dr Mahathir said, "That is what the AP is all about
There are views fromthe nenbers. W will study the advice. W will try to
i nclude themin the second phase."

The seventh MSC-1 AP talks held in Cyberjaya are attended by 31 panel
menbers and representatives from Silicon Gaphics Inc, Sienmens Information
& Communi cati on Network and Ericsson

To anot her question, Dr Mahathir said that he was satisfied with the
progress made in the first phase of MSC mainly on the participation of
conpani es whi ch had exceeded earlier expectations.

"W had targetted for 500 conpanies by the end of 2003 but we have now
920 compani es. W needed 30 world class conpani es for 2003 and now we have
wel |l over 50," he said.

In driving hone his point, he said, "It is quite obvious. You have to
| ook around and see where there were only palmtrees before, now you are
seeing beautiful buildings which are not enpty but full of people working
in there. That was exactly what we expected," he qui pped

For the | ast seven years, apart fromattracting a core group of
wor | d-cl ass conpanies into the MSC, Ml aysia has |aunched seven Flagship
Applications, put in place a world-Ieading framework of cyberlaws and
establ i shed Cyberjaya and Putrajaya as one of the world' s |eading
intelligent cities.

Accordingly, Dr Mahathir calls on strong collaboration between the
industry and the university as he said, "The result from the research woul d
be rmuch nore relevant and applicable in businesses.”

He added that with close collaboration the researcher were given their
freedom to work independently.

"W need to be relaxed a little bit on our rules and regul ation



governing the university as well as the use of governnent funds for
research and devel oprent," the Prine M nister said.

When asked whether he would play an advisory role for the devel opnment
of MSC, after his retirenent, Dr Mihathir said," You have to ask the nan
who is going to be the new prine mnister. As far as | am concerned, if

there is anything that | can do to help, | would like to contribute.”
On another note, Dr Mahathir said the MSC had contributed much to the
econony.

"Enmpl oynent has gone up and we have know edge workers. They are highly
paid workers so we are creating jobs for the people who are better trained
and that is the plan which we want to follow, " he added

This year, a total of 21,102 job opportunities are expected to be
created within the MSC of which 17,369 or 82 percent will be for know edge
workers. This will represent an alnpst 10-fold increase fromthe 2,190 jobs
and 1,946 know edge workers positions on offer in 1997

The total sales of MSC status conpanies had risen from RMB.93 billion
in 2002 to an estimated RVb. 83 billion this year. In 2004, total sales are
expected to increase to RW.98 billion with export estinmated to rise to
RML. 82 billion.

At the press conference, Dr Mahathir took the opportunity to thank the
| AP nenber for their views and advices to progress the MSC

"On behalf of the governnent of Malaysia , | would like to publicly
thank the nmenbers of | AP and other collaborators for their willingness to
spend their valuable tine here in order to advise and help us to progress
the MSC, " he said.

"Cbviously their participation has been very fruitful otherw se we
woul d not achi eve what we have achieved today," Dr Mhathir said. --
BERNANA
MAS SM KTC
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