19 JUN 2003
Umo- Khir (I ncinerator)
SELANGOR TO PROCEED W TH | NCI NERATOR PRQIECT

KUALA LUMPUR, June 19 (Bernamm) -- The proposed incinerator in Broga,
whi ch has received opposition fromcertain quarters, will be inplenented
once the Environnental |npact Assessnent (EIA) gives the all-clear sign
Sel angor Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Dr Mhamad Khir Toyo said today

He said the RML.5 billion project was necessary to inprove waste
di sposal services for the people.

"W are awaiting the EIA report. If there are no problens, we wll
proceed with the project," he told reporters on the sidelines of the 54th
Umo General Assenbly here

The EIA report would help in identifying the |ocation, design and size
of the project, he said.

The proposed incinerator, which can dispose of 2,400 tonnes of refuse
fromthe Klang Valley daily, has been objected to by a handful of |oca
residents, who claimit is harnful to health and the environnent.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad cited the action of the
people in the country, which is 10 times poorer than the devel oped
countries, over their protest against the proposed incinerator because it
al |l egedly woul d produce toxic gasses.

"We have becone so arrogant that the acceptable |evel of pollution of
people who are 10 tinmes richer than us is not good enough for us," he said.

Dr Mohamad Khir said the project should have been inplenented 10 years
ago to overcone the problens on waste disposal

He said there was no reason for the people to oppose the project
because such incinerators had |ong existed in devel oped countries and had
been proven safe.

The majority of the local residents were not against the project but a
handful were opposing it on the instigation of outsiders, he said.

Dr Mohamad Khir, meanwhile, said the people should take seriously Dr
Mahathir's rem nder to Malaysians to be wary of external devel opnents which
could threaten the country.

He said the younger generation conprising those below 40 years could be
easily influenced by foreign powers out to change the denocratic governnent
in the country.

The gullibility of the younger group was due to their |ack of
sel f-esteem and one way to overcone this was to intensify activities of
uni formed units in schools, he said.
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