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By: Siti Hawa O hman

BANGKOK, Cct 19 (Bernanm) -- The 11th Asia Pacific Econom ¢ Cooperation
(Apec) Econonic Leaders neeting kicks off tonmorrow with issues concerning
security and the failure of the recent Wrld Trade Organisation (WO talks
in Cancun, Mexico, ampbng the highlights for discussion.

The US is expected to push for issues concerning security and how to
counter terrorismto be discussed, but this could see sone opposition from
Asean countri es.

Thai Prime Mnister Thaksin Shinawatra had said that Asean felt that
the nmeeting should be confined to Apec's original goal.

"Anything to do with terrorismis not related to this objective, unless
it affects the econony,"” he told reporters after an Asean-7 |eaders worKking
| uncheon hosted by himtoday.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, who arrived here this
norni ng, hopes that Apec would revert to its original purpose of formation
and not stray into a security forum

He said that the 21-nenber group should stick to its objective of
econoni ¢ cooperation and not enlarge its scope.

Dr Mahathir will have a dial ogue session at the CEO Sunmit tonorrow
norning on globalisation and its chall enges.

Meanwhi | e, | eaders have already converged into this city for the
neeting which will also see the attendance of US President George W Bush,
who is on a six-nation tour of the region.

The Apec | eaders will have their first retreat in the afternoon and
| ater nmeet Apec Busi ness Advisory Council (ABAC).

They will be granted an audience with the King and Queen of Thailand
later in the evening before proceeding for a Gala D nner.

On Tuesday, the leaders will have their second retreat in the norning
and later in the evening, the Apec's declaration will be read to concl ude
the neeting. -- BERNAMA
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