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Syed Ham d- Si ngapore
SETTLE DI FFERENCES AM CABLY, SAYS SYED HAM D

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 31 (Bernama) -- Echoing sentinents expressed by the
Umo Suprene Council, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar said
today that Ml aysia should not be the punching bag for Singapore's
"expression of enotions".

He al so believed that statements by Singapore belittling or
discrediting Ml aysia would not produce any positive results.

Speaking to reporters after appearing on RTMs norning tal kshow
programre, Syed Hamid said that the best thing to do now was to stop
unnecessary talk and not to engage in finger-pointing.

He said that both sides could have strong differences but this should
not translate into unwarranted action, such as the revelation by Singapore
of what were supposed to be confidential documents pertaining to water
price negotiati on between the two countries.

"We can have strong differences but | think it is not right when you
cannot agree on a negotiation, then you start to publish letters,” he said.

Rel ati ons between Ml aysia and Singapore are nmarked by several
"irritants", chief anong them are the water price revision issue and the
sovereignty of Pulau Batu Puteh.

After chairing the Umo Suprene Council neeting yesterday, Prine
M ni ster and Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mbhathir Mhamad said that
Mal aysia would not let itself be used as a scapegoat to nake Singaporeans
forget their econom c woes and other problens.

He al so said that Ml aysia would not engage in a war of words with the
republic or try to out-argue it on issues.

On Singapore's nove in naking public the docunents, Syed Hanmid said
that he did not think that "we will be able to wite any letters to
Si ngapore".

And when letters need to be witten to the island republic, he said
that Mal aysia would have to be "very careful”

On the row between Canbodia and Thail and which saw rioters torching the
Thai enbassy and businesses in Phnom Penh, Syed Hamid said that the nost
i mportant lesson fromthis incident was that a country nust always be
m ndful of the sensitivities of another country.

"If we forget this, we may touch on something that could cause untoward
incidents to erupt," he said.

He hoped that Canbodia and Thailand coul d overcone their problenms
t hrough peaceful discussions so that they would not affect Asean as a
whol e.

"This should also serve as a |esson that we should not touch on
religion, sovereignty, position of a country any which way we |ike," he
sai d.

The riots were said to have erupted foll owed an all eged comment by a
Thai actress that the Angkor Wat, Canbodia's national synbol, belonged to
Thai | and.
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