24 MAR 2003
Mahat hi r-1raq( UN)
SMALL AND WEAK COUNTRI ES NO LONGER FEEL SAFE- DR MAHATH R

KUALA LUMPUR, March 24 (Bernama) -- The Prine Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad, t oday said snmall and weak countries no |longer feel safe
because the United Nations is unable to protect them fromthe terrorism of
bi g powers.

He said the unilateral attack on Iraq by the United States and its
allies would be a black page in world history for they had rendered
nmeani ngl ess all aspects of international |aw

Through their unilateral action on Iraq they had ignored internationa
law as well as the humanitarian aspect and denied justice for a defencel ess
peopl e, he said.

"They have returned to the stone age where might is right. W can
predict that in the future, the borders of independent nations wll be
breached at the whinms and fancies of the superpowers,” Dr Mhathir said
when noving a notion calling on the House to strongly condemm the
unilateral mlitary action of the US and its allies on Iraq

Dr Mahathir, who is on a two-nonth | eave from March 6 to May 4, cane to
Parliament to nove the notion which also called for an imredi ate cessation
of hostilities in Iraq.

"The people of Iraq who had been suffering for the last 12 years from
econom ¢ sanctions, so nmuch so 1.5 nmillion of them died from starvati on and
I ack of nedicine, are now being attacked with bonbs and rockets," Dr
Mahat hir said.

Dr Mahathir said there was no |longer the slogan "the rule of |aw
coined by the superpowers as they thensel ves had breached it.

He said the claimthat Irag was dangerous and threatened the whole
world with its weapons of nmass destruction was inconprehensible and could
not be accepted as a reason for launching the attack.

It was nost unjustified and saddening that the nmilitary action
i nvol ving use of sophisticated weapons and |arge scal e bonbing was being
carried out after Iraq was forced to destroy its weapons for defence
pur poses on the orders of the UN Security Council

Dr Mahathir said the number of killed and injured would indeed be nany
anong the defencel ess people of Iraq.

Dr Mahathir said Malaysia agreed to the contention that weapons of nmss
destruction were a threat to the international community and that the world
had no need for them

However the objective of the attack of the US and its allies on Iraq
was not aimed at |ocating weapons of nmass destruction but to topple the
government of lrag and achieve the strategic aims of the superpower and its
allies.

To realise this objective, the Prine Mnister said Iraq should not only
be defeated but the peoples and governments of the region should be
nonitored and threatened through the continued presence of US forces in
West Asia since the Persian Gulf War of 1991.

"This means there will be no denoracy but iron-fist rules by foreign
powers through puppet governments and this will becone the system of the
world."

The Prine Mnister said the governnents of the Gulf would probably be
forced to accept domination by the superpowers but there was a big
possibility that their peoples would not accept this and would not renmain
idle.



"They will act violently and terrorismwll spread rapidly,"” he said,
recalling that while the world was at peace suddenly New York and
Washi ngt on were attacked.

The Prine Mnister said terrorist attacks were likely to cone at
anytime from a people who had been angry as long as they could renenber.

He said the attacks of Sept 11, 2001, had been successful beyond the
expectations of the terrorists in view of the irrational reaction of the
super power which far from handling the source of terrorism had resorted to
action that could be considered insane.

Dr Mahathir said Ml aysia strongly condemmed the unilateral attack of
the United States and its allies on Irag and firmy held to the stand that
war was not the way to settle conflicts and hostilities anpbng nations.

"War is only for the defence and security of a country under attack.
Pre-enmptive strikes should not be allowed altogether particularly by
superpowers and their allies on weak countries."

"Unilateral action should be banned and the world should act against
anyone who breached international |law and principles," he said.

Hol ding in high esteemthe stand taken by France, Gernmany, Russi a,
China and several other countries of Europe in opposing the action of the
United States and its allies, Dr Mahathir said he was happy that there were
al so big powers that were agai nst such unilateral action

"We also hold in high esteem the denonstrations against the actions of
the United States and Britain by their own people and by people the world
over," he said.

The Prime Mnister also stressed that the Irag war was not a crusade or
a war between Christians and Muslins but a war |aunched by the United
States and Britain against a weak Islamic country, Iragq

Dr Mahathir noted that Pope John Paul 11, the head of the Roman
Cat holi ¢ Church, had hinself strongly opposed the war and so has the
Angl i can Archi bi shop of Canterbury.

The attack on Iraq was the action of inperialists who still wished to
doninate the world after trying to wage an econom c war.
"If the country is strong, surely they will not attack. This is the

attitude of a coward, a bully," he said.

The Prime Mnister said as Chairman of the Non-Aligned Mvenent (NAM
and incomng Chairman of the Organisation of Islamc Conference (OC), he
woul d urge nenber nations to voice their opposition to the attacks on Iraq
by the United States and Britain.

He said if the NAM and O C nenber nations did not close ranks, they
woul d al ways be threatened and probably be recol onised

"As NAM Chairman, | have witten to express the NAM stand that it
opposed war against a fell ow nenber nation, Irag. W will use this channel
to get as nmany countries as possible to condenm the action of the United
States and its allies," he added.
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