16 MAY 2003
Mahat hi r - PBRS
SMALL PARTIES LIKE PBRS WLL NOT BE FORGOTTEN- DR MAHATHI R

KENI NGAU, Sabah, May 16 (Bernama) -- The Prinme Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, has said small parties in the Barisan Nasional |ike the
Parti Bersatu Rakyat Sabah (PBRS) will not be forgotten when elections are
hel d.

Dr Mahathir, who is also Barisan Nasional (BN) Chairman, said the role
of the small parties in the BN was inportant in efforts to jointly devel op
the country for the good of all the people.

"The PBRS is indeed a snall party but in the BN there are nany snall
parties. We do not value less the role of small parties such as the PBRS.'

"I believe the people in Sabah particularly in the interior wll
continue to support the PBRS and when the people give their support, then
certainly the BN will not forget the PBRS," he said when opening the Eighth
PBRS Congress at the Keningau Conmunity Hall here.

Earlier in his welcone address, PBRS President Tan Sri Joseph Kurup had
expressed the hope that the PBRS would not be forgotten but would be given
the opportunity to contest in the next election

The Prine Mnister said since the BN cane to power in this country, it
had proved its ability to bring devel opnent, peace and well being to all the
peopl e irrespective of their race or religion

"This is the BN concept where we nmerge nmany parties and form one front
whi ch nmoves together to realise the nation's vision."

"There are parties which represent all races...and no race i s oppressed
in the BN. All races have a place in the BN and it is this cooperation
anong the races that has ensured national devel opnent,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said there were political parties which relied on creating
hatred and anger against the government so that their nembers could gain
pl aces in the |legislature.

"I am thankful that PAS has not received support fromthe people in
Sabah," Dr Mhathir said

"A nunber of PAS people from the peninsula have come to work here and
they have nothing else but to instil hatred against the government. What
can they do for the welfare of the people...there is not a single thing,"
he sai d.

Dr Mahathir said there was no new devel opnent in states which were
fornmerly under the BN Governnment but were now controlled by PAS such as
Kel antan and Ter engganu.

"Event hough, they claimto have Islanmc form of admnistration, still
cases of raping, even their own children, widely take place in these states
as they are inefficient in admnistering."”

"What other aimhas PAS in wanting to create an Islanic State, if not
to abolish the rights of the non-Muslins,” Dr Mahathir said

Hence the Prime Mnister urged the people in Sabah to reject opposition
parties particularly PAS in the next election.
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