13 OCT 2003
AOCIlrag (Wth Pix)
| RAQ GOVERNI NG COUNCI L SEEKS RECOGNI TI ON FROM A C

By Mohd Hai kal |sa

PUTRAJAYA, Cct 13 (Bernama) -- The new head of Iraqg' s Provisional
Governing Council flew into Mal aysia today for the 10th Organi sation of the
I slami c Conference (O C) Summit with the hope of getting endorsenent for
the council from nenber countries.

lyad Allawi said the council established by the United States
occupation force after the ouster of Iraqi President Saddam Hussein
expected the Islam c countries to stand firmy behind it "during this
difficult period".

"W hope indeed this will happen. W will talk to themto that effect.
W really expect themto be with us, to stand firmy with us and support
us.

"Iraq is a very inportant country. It has always been the cornerstone
of the Islam c and Arab countries,” he told Bernama on arrival at the KL
International Airport (KLIA) in Sepang for the summt.

Allawi said OC nenber countries' recognition would be a positive step
f or war d.

"We would like the Islamc countries to assist us to nove forward and
for Irag to have denocracy and stability,” said Allawi who was received by
the Council's Foreign M nister Hoshyar Zebari at the airport.

He said the O C sunmit in this Ml aysian federal adm nistrative capital
was an inportant mneeting point to engage the international comunity and
Muslim brothers in a positive way.

On the question of transition of power fromthe occupying power to the
to the council, he hoped the process woul d be expedited.

"This is the position of the governing council. In order to achieve
this, we need a firmand positive attitude fromthe international comunity
especially the Islamc countries.

"We are calling for the transfer of sovereignity as soon as possible,”
he said.

Mal aysi an Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar said today that
foreign occupation of Iragq nust be brought to an end as soon as possible as
desired by the Iragi people.

In his opening address at the OC mnisterial preparatory neeting, he
said the occupyi ng power must work in earnest on a tine table for a
denocratically el ected government to be installed within a reasonable tine
frame.

The Iragi issue is expected to dom nate talks at this sunmt apart from
the concern over Israel's continued aggression agai nst the Pal estinians and
its recent aerial attack on nei ghbouring Syria.

Asked if the other governing council nenbers were satisfied with the US
efforts to transfer power to the Iraqgis, Allawi said: "Yes, as the process
needed to be done in a constructive manner."

Nevertheless, Alawi said it could be done faster.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad will chair the sunmt of
t he 57-menber organisation on Thursday and Fri day.

The sunmit has drawn the | argest nunber of Mislimleaders since the
i nception of the O C in 1969.

U N. Secretary-Ceneral Kofi Annan and Russia's President Vladimr
Putin, who is keen to get his country beconme part of the O C are anong the
i nvited guests.
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