23 FEB 2003
MAHATHI R- | NSTABI LI TY
SQUTH COUNTRI ES MUST TACKLE POLITI CAL | NSTABILITY, CORRUPTION

PETALI NG JAYA, Feb 23 (Bernamm) -- South countries still grappling with
poverty and economic woes mnust stanmp out political instability and
corruption, the tw obstacles to wealth creation, if they want their
busi ness activities to grow and econonies to prosper, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d today.

The Mal aysian prine minister said autocracy and even denocracy did not
guarantee stability but rather their practitioners who could bring good to
their countries.

For instance, he argued that a benevolent and caring autocrat could do
wonders to develop a nation while on the other hand, a denocracy wth
nunerous bickering political parties, could also disrupt the system

"Clearly, it is not the systemthat counts, it is the practitioners of
the system (who matter),"” he said in his speech at the NAM Business Forum
her e.

Dr Mahathir also told the 1,000 or so del egates who had converged here
that as for corruption, it was the degree of corruption that determ ned the
success or otherwise of a governnent's ability to develop the econonic
potential of a country.

Where corruption was openly accepted as a way of life, no country could
devel op and prosper, he enphasi sed.

He also criticised the |obby system where fees were paid to | obbyists
who had access to deci sion-nakers.

"Those who can afford the nost influential |obbyist get favours which
are denied to others. In the end, it is not good governnent that denocracy
delivers, but governnents which offer bribes and accept bribes," he said.

Dr Mahathir said for nost, it was what they got personally that
mattered, not the devel opnent of the nation and the well-being of the
peopl e.

He said for the tinme being, denocracy offered the South the best
political system

"But we need to know how to manage it, use it in order to have a good
governments and political stability. W want political stability because it
is good in itself. But we want it nore because it can help prosper our
country," he said. -- BERNAMA
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